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Abstract
The cholinergic innervation of the neocortex by afferent fibers originating in the nucleus basalis
(NB) of the basal forebrain is implicated in modulating diverse neocortical functions including
information processing, cortical plasticity, arousal and attention. To understand the physiological
basis of these brain functions during cholinergic modulation, it is critical to identify the cortical
circuit elements involved and define how their interactions contribute to cortical network
dynamics. In this thesis, I present evidence showing how specific neuronal and glial cell types
can be differentially modulated by acetylcholine (Ach), resulting in dynamic functional
interactions during ACh-modulated information processing and cortical plasticity. Chapter 2
identifies somatostatin-expressing neurons as a dominant player in driving decorrelation and
information processing through its intimate interactions with parvalbumin-expressing and
pyramidal neurons. Chapter 3 highlights astrocytes and their interactions with pyramidal neurons
as important drives for stimulus-specific cortical plasticity during cholinergic modulation. This is
one of the earliest works that has mapped the functional role of distinct cell-types and their
interactions to specific brain functions modulated by ACh, thereby setting the foundation for
future studies to manipulate these specific functional interactions in both normal and diseased
brains.
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Chapter 1: Introduction
Our conscious experience is one of the most familiar yet also most mysterious aspect of our lives
(1). Philosophers and theologists have attempted to comprehend the nature of consciousness
since the 1500s. Their understanding is further extended in the 1970s by psychologists and
neuroscientists who have characterized consciousness as arousal, vigilance, mental experience
and selective attention. More recently, it has been further elucidated that these behavioral
correlates of our conscious experience can be driven and modulated by the cholinergic system in
our brains (2). Specifically, the cholinergic innervation of the neocortex by afferent fibers
originating in the nucleus basalis (NB) of the basal forebrain (3) was found to be implicated in
the modulation of diverse functions spanning consciousness and learning, including arousal (4),
attention (5), information processing (6) and cortical plasticity (7, 8).
It is well known that the NB neurons can alter their activity (9) in a task- and stimulus-dependent
manner to release acetylcholine (ACh) to the cortex across multiple timescales (10). It is
however unclear how the released ACh can modulate rapid and dynamic changes in task
demands and inputs across different brain functions. Despite increasing ex vivo
immunohistochemistry, pharmacological and electrophysiological evidence of multiple cell types
being activated by ACh in distinct species and brain regions, several questions still remain
unresolved: What are the cortical cell-types involved and how do they interact during cholinergic
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modulation in vivo? Are the roles of ACh-responsive cell-types and their functional interactions
preserved across different brain functions? If not, how do their roles and functional dynamics
change? This thesis attempts to address these questions by focusing on two functions found
implicated in cholinergic modulation: information processing and cortical plasticity. The
experiments in this thesis employ the use of transgenic mice that allow targeted recording of
genetically defined cell classes both in vivo and ex vivo using both calcium imaging and
electrophysiology. A combination of optogenetics, pharmacology and knockout mice approaches
was also used to dissect the functional interactions among the distinct cell classes.
Chapter one provides an overview on what has been known about the organization of the basal
forebrain cholinergic system, properties of ACh and its receptors as well as that of cholinergic
modulation of information processing, plasticity and of different cell types. A description of the
visual pathway, used as a model system in my thesis, is also included. Chapter two lays out
evidence on how a specific inhibitory microcircuit that is differentially modulated by ACh can
enhance information processing and alter brain states in the visual cortex. Chapter three
describes how cholinergic activation of a special subtype of glial cell known as astrocytes and
their interactions with excitatory neurons can surprisingly play a dominant role in driving
stimulus-specific plasticity in the visual cortex. Chapter four offers concluding thoughts on the
implications of a functional circuit that dynamically changes across different cholinergic
modulated brain functions.
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1.1. Organization of the basal forebrain cholinergic system
Two major groups of cholinergic neurons exist and they lie in the basal forebrain and brainstem.
The basal forebrain cholinergic group is located within the medial septal nucleus, vertical and
horizontal limb nuclei of the diagonal band of Broca as well as the nucleus basalis (NB)
magnocellularies (also known as nucleus basalis of Meynert). On the other hand, the brain stem
cholinergic group is found in the pedunculopontine tegmental nucleus and the laterodorsal
pontine tegmentum. The basal cholinergic neurons innervate the neocortex, cingulate cortex,
hippocampus, basolateral amygdala and olfactory bulb while those in the brainstem innervate
mainly the thalamus (11).
In this thesis, we focus on the visual cortex as a model system where majority of the cholinergic
projections it receives originate from the NB (Fig. 1). The distribution of the cholinergic axons
in the neocortex has been known to be diffuse (12, 13) and vary in density across the cortical
layers (14-17). Cholinergic neurotransmission is traditionally believed to be volumetric where
ACh spills into the extracellular space to stimulate distant extrasynaptic cholinergic receptors.
Recent evidence however contradicts the volume transmission hypothesis by suggesting that
wired transmission through classical synapses can also exist (18). In addition, contrary to the
traditional belief that ACh release is tonic and slow-changing, there has been increasing evidence
that seem to support phasic ACh signaling where transient release of ACh at the time scale of
seconds can occur in attentional tasks (10, 18-20).
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1.2. Properties of acetylcholine and its receptors
ACh binds to two classes of receptors: metabotropic muscarinic receptors (mAChRs) and
ionotropic nicotinic receptors (nAChRs) (21), named based on their differential sensitivity to
muscarine and nicotine.
The mAChRs can be further subdivided into five different subtypes (22) where M1, M3, M5
activation is characterized by phosphatidyl inositol hydrolysis through G-proteins-mediated
activation of phospholipase while M2 and M4 activation leads to inhibition of adenylyl cyclase
activity via G protein Gi or G. Distributions of Mi- M5 are inhomogeneous across species, brain
regions, layers (23-27) and in subcellular structures (28).
The nAChRs are composed of ligand binding subunits (a2 - a8) and structural subunits (p2 - p4)
(29). Multiple combinations can create a diversity of receptor subtypes with different
physiological functions. The subtypes can also be classified based on their sensitivity to the
toxin a-bungarotoxin where high and low affinity nAChRs are a-bungarotoxin-insensitive and
sensitive respectively (30). High and low affinity nAChRs are dense in middle cortical layers
and cortical layers I and VI respectively (31). nAChRs have been found to occur in pyramidal,
spiny stellate cells and inhibitory neurons, sometimes with co-expression of mAChRs (32).
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1.3. Cholinergic modulation of information processing
A wealth of studies using NB lesion, NB electrical stimulation and pharmacology have presented
rich evidence in support of cholinergic modulation in the detection, selection and processing of
stimuli, particularly during attention.
Some of the earliest revealing evidence on the role of ACh in information processing came from
NB lesion studies. In these studies, selective excitotoxic lesions of the NB neurons were
performed by injecting excitatory amino acid agonists or immunotoxin into the NB (33).
Animals with their NB neurons impaired by this method showed reduced attentional functions
(34-38) and stimulus processing abilities (39) as reflected by lower accuracy and longer latencies
in their response to attentional tasks. Pharmacological studies using cholinergic receptor agonists
and antagonists as well as with cholinesterase inhibitors to enhance or suppress cholinergic
action have provided further understanding at the biochemistry level. Particularly, researchers
have demonstrated that both nicotinic and muscarinic receptors can mediate the change in
performance during cholinergic modulation of sensory processing (40-43) and attentional (5, 44-
46) tasks.
The advent of single/multi- unit recording allows unprecedented understanding of cholinergic
modulation of information processing at a single neuronal level. These studies typically involve
recording of the spike responses of a population of single units before, during and after local
iontophoretic application of ACh or electrical stimulation of the NB. These studies have shown
14
that cholinergic modulation can affect contrast gain (47), orientation and direction selectivity (5,
48-51), spatial integration (52), receptive field size (53, 54) and attention (5).
More recently, similar studies performed with more elegant analysis has also revealed that ACh
can enhance information processing through interneuronal decorrelation (6, 55), particularly
during execution of attentional tasks (56, 57).
1.4. Cholinergic modulation of brain states
Several studies have shown that the cholinergic system can control cortical states. Cholinergic
output in the cortex have been observed to co-vary with brain state changes (58) while increased
NB neuronal firing have been found to occur during cortical desynchronization (59, 60). The
causal relationship between the cholinergic system and cortical states are further established in
the following studies: Lesions of the NB leads to increased low-frequency local field potential
power (61) while electrical and optogenetic stimulation of the basal forebrain or cholinergic
projections to the cortex induces mAChR-mediated cortical desynchronization (9, 62). This
ACh-induced desynchronization is similar to that observed during normal physiological changes
such as that observed during tail pinch of animals (62).
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1.5. Cholinergic modulation of plasticity
One of the earliest studies that show that ACh can induce long-lasting changes in the excitability
of neurons is performed by pairing ACh iontophoresis with intracellular depolarization of
cortical neurons in awake cats (63). A subsequent study shows that co-application of ACh or
muscarinic agonists with glutamate can induce a prolonged increase in response to glutamate in
somatosensory cortical neurons (64, 65).
When the application of ACh or NB electrical stimulation is paired with sensory stimulation in
the somatosensory (64, 66-71) and auditory cortex (53, 54, 72-75), prolonged changes in
responses are also observed. It is shown in these studies that cholinergic antagonists cannot
reverse the prolonged changes, thereby confirming that the induction but not maintenance of
prolonged changes require ACh (67). It is worth mentioning that the cortical plasticity can occur
at both single cell and cortical map levels (8, 53, 54, 76, 77).
1.6. Cholinergic modulation of distinct cell types
Multiple cortical cell types have been found to be responsive to ACh. These cells have complex
functional interactions as supported by observations of both hyperpolarizing and depolarizing
responses in excitatory (78-81) and different subtypes of inhibitory neurons (81-83) across
distinct neocortical layers in multiple species. A recent study also reveals that ACh can elicit
facilitatory and suppressive responses in non fast-spiking (FS) and FS cortical intemeurons
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respectively(81). In the hippocampus, the circuitry of cholinergic modulation also include
astrocytes (84, 85), which have been discovered to be ACh-responsive (86-88).
The functional interactions between these ACh-responsive cortical cell types and how they
contribute to the ACh-modulated brain functions remain to be investigated.
1.7. Model system
The visual pathway in mice is used as a model system in my thesis work (Fig. 2). Visual
responses in the primary visual cortex are evoked by presentation of visual stimuli to the eyes of
anesthetized mice. The cholinergic projections from the nucleus basalis are stimulated to induce
acetylcholine release to the visual cortex, where visual responses are recorded before and after
cholinergic stimulation.
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1.8. Figures
Visual cortex
Nucleus Basalis
Fig. 1. Schematic showing the
(11).
afferent cholinergic projection (red line) from the nucleus basalis to visual cortex
Retina
stimull
LGN
Visual
Cortex
Fig. 2. Schematic showing the visual pathway in mice
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Chapter 2: Differential cholinergic modulation of a specific
inhibitory microcircuit drives acetylcholine-induced
changes in temporal dynamics of cortical activity
Cholinergic modulation of the cortex is a powerful system for enhancement of information
processing and dynamic modulation of brain states. The cellular circuit that underlies such
neuromodulation, however, remains unresolved. Here we show that stimulation of
cholinergic inputs to the visual cortex specifically and differentially drives a unique
microcircuit: cholinergic inputs facilitate somatostatin-expressing inhibitory neurons
(SOM) and via these, inhibit parvalbumin-expressing inhibitory neurons (PV) and
inhibit/disinhibit excitatory pyramidal neurons. This is accompanied by robust
desynchronization of local field potentials and strong decorrelation of visual responses
between neurons. Using optogenetics to selectively block the responses of SOM neurons, we
show that direct cholinergic activation of SOM neurons is necessary to drive both
desynchronization and decorrelation. Computational simulations show that SOM-induced
direct inhibition and indirect PV disinhibition are both necessary for decorrelation
between pyramidal neurons. Together, these findings demonstrate a mechanistic basis of
temporal representations in cortical populations, and the powerful role of specific
inhibitory-excitatory circuits in actively shaping the dynamics of neuronal activity.
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2.1. Introduction
Cholinergic innervation of the neocortex by afferent axons originating in the nucleus basalis
(NB) of the basal forebrain(1) is a fundamental mechanism for modulating cortical sensory
processing at both the level of brain states(2) and the temporal dynamics of neurons(3).
Specifically, acetylcholine (ACh) can induce a highly desynchronized state as measured by the
field potential activity of neuronal populations(2), accompanied by prominent decorrelation
between the spike activity of individual neurons(3, 4); these related phenomena(5) are proposed
to enhance information processing in alert, active and attentive conditions(6-10). Although
recent computational studies have suggested inhibitory neurons can drive decorrelation and
sparse coding in the cortex(11, 12) and experimental evidence shows that inhibitory neuronal
activity correlates with(13) and can induce(14, 15) specific neuronal activity patterns, the cellular
and circuit mechanisms that underlie the desynchronization and decorrelation observed during
cortical cholinergic modulation remain unresolved. Specifically, many key questions remain
open: Is ACh-induced desynchronization and decorrelation driven by inhibitory neurons? If so,
which subtypes of inhibitory neurons are responsible, and how do their functional interaction
with each other and other cell types in the circuit lead to brain state and neuronal spike
correlation changes?
26
2.2. Results
2.2.1. In vivo optogenetic stimulation of ChAT-ChR2 expressing axons induces
desynchronization of local field potentials and drives neuronal decorrelation in V1
We addressed these questions in the superficial layers of primary visual cortex (VI) in adult
mice. ACh release in vivo was induced by photostimulation (473 nm, Is, 20 Hz, 10 ms pulses, ~
10 mW/mm 2) of channelrhodopsin-expressing cholinergic axons from the basal forebrain, in VI
of ChAT-ChR2 transgenic mice(16) (Fig. 1A). The effect of cholinergic activity was tested by
measuring the local field potential (LFP) in VI (17). Indeed, we observed that photostimulation
of ChAT-ChR2 axons induced robust desynchronization of the LFP, similar to that induced by
electrical stimulation of the nucleus basalis(18) (Fig. 1B-1C, 1D: post-stimulation decrease of
low frequency events (<10 Hz, P < 0.005, paired t-test. Detailed numbers for all figures in
Supplementary Table I and 2), increase of high frequency events (10 - 100 Hz, P < 0.0005,
paired t-test).
One of the ways ACh(3) and attention(7) have been proposed to enhance the representation of
information is through decorrelation between neurons, but the mechanisms underlying such
decorrelation remain unresolved. We next examined whether activation of neocortical
cholinergic axons can induce decorrelation by measuring the activity of single units with an array
of multiple electrodes (Fig. 1E), in response to both natural movies and gratings of random
orientation. Indeed, we observed a significant decorrelation between cortical neurons upon
photostimulation (Fig. 1F) at the level of single units (Fig. 1G, P << 0.0001, paired t-test,
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comparing the correlation coefficients before and after photostimulation; Supplementary Fig.
1A) and population of units (Fig. 1H: P = 0.0001, paired t-test, comparing population averaged
correlation coefficients across animals before and after photostimulation; Supplementary Fig.
1B, see Supplementary Methods: In vivo single unit data analysis).
2.2.2. In vivo optogenetic stimulation of ChAT-ChR2 expressing axons evokes specific
response signatures in SOM, PV and PYR neurons
To deconstruct the circuit that underlies ACh-induced LFP desynchronization and neuronal
decorrelation, we performed in vivo cell-attached recordings from identified RFP-labeled SOM
neurons (labeled with viral injection of a floxed RFP construct in VI of ChAT-ChR2-SOM-cre
mice, Fig 2A-C) and PV neurons (similarly labeled in ChAT-ChR2-PV-cre mice, Fig 2D-F), as
well as in vivo recording of putative pyramidal (PYR) neuron single units (in ChAT-ChR2 mice,
Fig. 2G-I) within the superficial layers of V1. Neuron types were also distinguished by their
spike shape (Supplementary Fig. 2A; Supplementary Methods). Interestingly, activation of
ChAT-ChR2 axons modulated different cell types differently. Robust facilitatory responses were
observed in SOM neurons (Fig. 2B, C: P < 0.05, paired t-test, comparing normalized firing rate
before and after photostimulation; duration = 30.9 ± 7.49 s) while suppressive responses were
observed in PV neurons (Fig. 2E, F: P <<< 0.0001, paired t-test comparing normalized visual
responses before and after photostimulation). In putative PYR neurons however, there was no
significant change in response rate (Fig. 2H, I: P > 0.2, paired t-test, comparing normalized
visual response before and after photostimulation). Thus, endogenous ACh release via
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photostimulation evokes distinct in vivo signatures from SOM, PV and PYR neurons: SOM
neurons are facilitated, PV neurons are suppressed, and the mean spike rate of PYR neurons does
not change but their visual responses are decorrelated.
2.2.3. ACh application in slices evokes specific responses in SOM, PV and PYR neurons
To further examine the functional interaction that underlies the in vivo responses described
above, we performed ex vivo whole-cell patch clamp recordings (Fig. 3A) from SOM neurons
(tdTomato positive neurons in SOM-TD mice; Fig. 3B-D), PV neurons (in PV-TD mice; Fig.
3E-G) and PYR neurons (GFP-negative neurons in GAD67-GFP mice; Fig. 3H-J). A total of
101 neurons (from 42 animals) were examined in slices under current and voltage clamp, after
ACh application and with different antagonists applied singly or in combination. Consistent with
the in vivo recordings (Fig. 2B), ACh application evoked a robust train of action potentials in
non-fast spiking, SOM-expressing neurons (Fig. 3C top, Supplementary Fig. 3A). These
responses were significantly reduced in the presence of the cholinergic antagonists
mecamylamine (Fig. 3D: P < 0.0001, paired t-test, comparing ACh-induced depolarization
before and after mecamylamine) and atropine (Fig. 3D: P = 0.005, paired t-test, comparing ACh-
induced depolarization before and after atropine; see also Supplementary Figs 2B-C
demonstrating that superficial layer inhibitory neurons express both muscarinic and nicotinic
ACh receptors)._he facilitatory response in non-fast spiking inhibitory neurons persisted in the
presence of glutamatergic and GABAergic antagonists (Supplementary Fig. 3B-C), indicating
that it was due to direct action of ACh.
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In PV neurons (patched in voltage clamp mode with Cl- based internal solution), ACh
application increased the frequency of IPSCs (Fig. 3F top), which were sensitive to cholinergic
antagonists (Fig. 3F bottom, Fig. 3G: P < 0.05, paired t-test, comparing ACh-induced current
amplitudes before and after mecamylamine; P < 0.05, paired t-test, comparing amplitudes before
and after atropine). Unlike SOM neurons however, the responses in PV neurons were observed
to be indirect and of inhibitory origin as they were significantly reduced by GABA antagonist
(Fig. 3F bottom, Fig. 3G: P < 0.01, paired t-test, comparing ACh-induced current amplitudes
before and after gabazine). Additionally, the ACh-induced increase in frequency of IPSCs in PV
neurons was also abolished in TTX (Fig. 3F bottom, Fig. 3G: P < 0.05, paired t-test, comparing
ACh-induced current amplitudes before and after TTX). The cholinergic response in PYR
neurons was similar to that in PV neurons, so that ACh application led to an increase in
frequency of IPSCs (Fig. 31 top). This response was also significantly reduced in the presence of
cholinergic antagonists (Fig. 31 bottom, Fig. 3J: P < 0.001, paired t-test, comparing ACh-
induced current amplitudes before and after mecamylamine; P < 0.02, paired t-test, comparing
amplitudes before and after atropine). Likewise, GABA antagonists and TTX also significantly
reduced the response (Fig. 31 bottom, Fig. 3J: P < 0.0001, paired t-test, comparing ACh-induced
current amplitudes before and after gabazine/bicuculline; P < 0.005, paired t-test, comparing
ACh-induced current amplitudes before and after TTX). Thus, the ACh-induced responses in PV
and PYR neurons appear to be indirectly mediated.
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2.2.4. ACh-induced facilitation of SOM responses leads to ACh-induced inhibition in other
cell types
We hypothesized that the TTX and gabazine sensitive increase in frequency of IPSCs in PV and
PYR neurons is due to activation of SOM neurons by ACh and subsequent inhibitory drive from
SOM neurons to PV and PYR neurons. To test the hypothesis, we transiently blocked the activity
of SOM neurons by selectively expressing archaerhodopsin-3 (Arch)(19) in them by viral
injection of a flexed Arch construct into VI of SOM-cre mice; in addition, we crossed SOM-cre
mice with GAD67-GFP mice for identifying inhibitory/fast-spiking neurons in conjunction with
Arch blockade of SOM neurons (GAD67-GFP-SOM-cre mice). We carried out current and
voltage clamp recordings in slices, with ACh application before and during green light
stimulation of Arch in SOM neurons (Fig. 4A). Specific cell types were also identified by their
electrophysiological characteristics (Supplementary Fig. 4A). Stimulation of Arch in SOM
neurons (532 nm, 5-15s, continuous light, 0.174 mW/mm2) indeed abolished their cholinergic
responses (Fig. 4B-D: P < 0.0005, paired t-test, comparing ACh-induced depolarization in SOM
neurons before and after Arch activation). Control recordings from SOM neurons in SOM-TD
mice without Arch expression showed that green light stimulation alone did not induce any
changes in ACh-evoked responses (Supplementary Fig. 4B-C). To test the causal relationship
between the ACh-induced facilitation of SOM responses and ACh-induced IPSCs in PV and
PYR neurons, we carried out voltage clamp recordings from putative PV neurons (identified by
their fast-spiking properties and presence of GFP in GAD67-GFP-SOM-cre mice; Fig. 4E-G)
and from putative PYR neurons (identified by their pyramidal morphology and absence of GFP
in SOM-cre mice; Fig. 4H-J). Photostimulation of Arch in SOM neurons completely blocked the
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ACh-induced increase in frequency of IPSCs in both putative PV neurons (Fig. 4F, G P < 0.01,
paired t-test, comparing ACh-induced current amplitudes before and after Arch) and putative
PYR neurons (Fig. 41, J: P < 0.0001, comparing ACh-induced current amplitudes before and
after Arch).
Thus, by a combination of optogenetics and pharmacology, these data reveal for the first time the
circuit interactions between SOM, PV and PYR neurons in the context of ACh modulation. SOM
neurons are directly activated by ACh, and release GABA to evoke IPSCs in PV and PYR
neurons via GABA-A receptors (Fig. 4K). Because PV neurons widely inhibit PYR neurons (20-
22), the SOM-mediated inhibition of PV neurons would subsequently disinhibit PYR neurons.
Indeed, direct inhibition followed by disinhibition at sub-threshold levels is captured in ACh-
induced responses of PYR neurons recorded in current clamp mode with a normal internal
solution (Supplementary Fig. 4D-E). Such a circuit, comprising direct inhibition by SOM
neurons and disinhibition via PV on PYR neurons, is also consistent with the in vivo observation
of no net change in firing rate of PYR neurons during cholinergic modulation (Fig. 2H, I).
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2.2.5. Desynchronization of local field potentials and neuronal decorrelation in V1 in vivo is
mediated by SOM neurons
We next examined whether this specific inhibitory microcircuit can drive the ACh-induced
changes in temporal dynamics of cortical activity, including LFP desynchronization and neuronal
decorrelation (Fig.1). To establish a causal relationship between these phenomena and SOM
neurons, we crossed ChAT-ChR2 mice with SOM-cre mice and expressed Arch in SOM neurons
by viral injection (ChAT-ChR2-Som-cre mice; Fig. 5A). Blue light induced ChAT-ChR2
stimulation facilitated SOM neurons, but green light activation of Arch simultaneous with blue
light stimulation blocked the facilitation and even reduced responses below background,
consistent with hyperpolarization of SOM neurons by Arch (Fig. 5A-C; activation by blue light:
P < 0.0001; suppression by green + blue light: P < 0.0001, paired t-test). We then measured the
LFP in the Arch-injected VI area (Fig. 5D). Activation of ChAT-ChR2 axons desynchronized
the LFP (Fig. 5E, F: P <0.05 comparing decrease in low frequency amplitudes, P < 0.001
comparing increase in high frequency amplitudes, paired t-test); however, this modulation was
absent when Arch was activated during ChAT-ChR2 stimulation (Fig. 5E, F P > 0.3 comparing
low and high frequency amplitudes separately, paired t-test). We further confirmed in ChAT-
ChR2 control experiments that without Arch expression, green light presentation was not
sufficient to abolish the desynchronization (Supplementary Fig. 5A-C). These findings thus
directly demonstrate that SOM neurons play a critical role in cholinergic-induced
desynchronization of network activity.
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To examine the effect of SOM neurons on decorrelation of neuronal activity, we carried out
single-unit recordings in ChAT-ChR2-SOM-cre mice within the region of VI where Arch was
expressed in SOM neurons (Fig. 5G, Supplementary Fig. 6A). ChAT-ChR2 activation with
blue light induced decorrelation between neurons (Fig. 5H, 51: p << 0.0001, paired t-test, 5J: P <
0.002, paired t-test), but the decorrelation was blocked during green light activation of Arch (Fig.
5H, 51: P > 0.4, paired t-test, 5J: P > 0.7, paired t-test). In control ChAT-ChR2 experiments
without Arch expression, green light alone did not alter the extent of decorrelation
(Supplementary Fig. 5D-F).
Decorrelation can improve visual coding by reducing redundancy between neurons(3, 23). We
carried out a simple discrimination analysis(3) and found that decorrelation indeed improved
discrimination performance; this improvement was also blocked by activation of Arch in SOM
neurons (Supplementary Fig. 6B). Collectively, these data demonstrate that cholinergic
activation of SOM neurons drives neuronal decorrelation in VI and thus potentially contributes
to enhanced information processing.
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2.2.6. Computational analyses show that both SOM-induced direct inhibition and indirect
PV disinhibition are necessary for rate-independent neuronal decorrelation
Previous computational studies have shown that correlations between pairs of neurons generated
by common inputs is a function of their spike rate(12). Our findings however showed no
significant change in the spike rate of pyramidal neurons (Fig. 21) during ACh-induced
decorrelation (Fig. 1G-H). Although SOM neurons directly inhibit PYR neurons, they also
disinhibit PYR neurons through suppression of PV neurons (Fig. 2E-F). It is thus be possible that
a different mechanism than inhibition-dependent spike rate modulation exists for this rate-
independent neuronal decorrelation. To investigate possible mechanisms, we simulated a
network model of 2000 SOM, 1000 PV and 1000 PYR neurons where varying SOM inputs could
alter the strengths of the direct inhibitory connection (SOM-PYR) and indirect disinhibitory
connection (SOM-PV-PYR). All neurons were modeled as conductance-based leaky integrate-
and-fire neurons (Fig.6A; Supplementary Methods: Computational model). We first
generated a synchronously firing network that resembled basal correlated states (Fig. 6B top and
middle panels) by providing common inputs with independent noise to PYR and PV neurons.
We then introduced a PV-PYR synaptic delay(24, 25) that filtered out independent noise
to favor signal propagation of common input. This led to the excitatory conductance being
tightly followed by the inhibitory conductance(26) (Fig. 6B bottom panel, Fig. 6C left). With
SOM activation, the temporal relationship between the inhibitory and excitatory conductance
was disrupted (Fig. 6B bottom; Fig. 6C right). This was accompanied by a robust decorrelation
of the spike profile of PYR neurons (Fig. 6B top; Fig. 6D, 6F) with little change in the firing rate
of PYR neurons (Fig.6E, Fig. 6G), similar to that observed experimentally (Fig. I G-H; Fig. 2F,
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21). The model demonstrated that this relationship held for a wide range of SOM firing rates
(Fig. 6F). As the SOM rate increased, the PV rate decreased while the PYR rate remained
relatively unchanged and PYR correlation decreased (Fig. 6E - F), until the direct SOM-PYR
inhibition became too strong for the indirect SOM-PV-PYR disinhibition to counter, thereby
allowing rate-dependent decorrelation to dominate (12) (Fig. 6G, spike rates below point '2').
We further probed which connections were necessary for rate-independent decorrelation, by
repeating the simulation in reduced circuits. In the three reduced circuits where each connection
was selectively removed, we observed a rate-dependent correlation as reflected by the
covariation of correlation with PYR rates (Fig. 6G, Supplementary Fig. 7). Thus, these analyses
indicate that both the direct SOM-PYR inhibition and indirect SOM-PV-PYR disinhibition are
necessary for rate-independent neuronal decorrelation of PYR neurons.
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2.3. Discussion
Decorrelation between neurons can enhance(3) and even optimize(27) information processing.
During execution of attentional tasks, decorrelation has been demonstrated to enhance population
sensitivity to stimulus changes and the signal to noise ratio of neural signals (7, 8). Our study
provides the first demonstration of a neural circuit that allows a mechanistic understanding of
such temporal alterations of spike trains in the context of cholinergic modulation, a major
neuromodulatory pathway implicated in attention and arousal(6). Specifically, we show
experimentally that direct cholinergic facilitation of SOM neurons can activate both direct
inhibitory and indirect PV disinhibitory pathways as well as decorrelate PYR neuronal spike
profiles. Computational simulation further reveals that the two pathways together serve to
destabilize intrinsic correlated network activity maintained by balanced excitation and PV
inhibition(26), which are necessary for driving a and drive firing rate-independent decorrelation.
These findings point to a crucial functional role of SOM neurons in intact cortical circuits, not
only as players in spatial summation(28) and possibly in associative fear learning(29) but also in
active shaping of the temporal structure of neural activity.
Our results indicate that direct SOM activation by ACh is also critical for the generation of
network desynchronization (1, 5). This agrees with parallel observations of state-dependent
SOM activation(28, 30, 31) and state-dependent variation in cholinergic output in the cortex(32)
where more awake states favor both greater ACh release and higher SOM activity. Taken
together, our data support the hypothesis that cortical circuits recruit unique inhibitory neuronal
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cell types to modulate distinct brain states(14, 31, 33, 34) possibly for different brain functions,
similar to that proposed in the hippocampus(35).
The co-existence of neuronal decorrelation and LFP desynchronization during ACh-induced
SOM activation supports co-variation of temporal population activity with cortical states(5).
Global cortical fluctuations have been proposed to induce neuronal correlations(5). During
cholinergic modulation, these global fluctuations are suppressed, as reflected by a decrease in
large amplitude, low frequency oscillations (Fig. 1D)(2) thereby leading to neuronal
decorrelation(5). Small amplitude, high frequency oscillations then dominate(2), possibly due to
sparsely distributed but simultaneously active neurons that fire synchronously(9). Indeed,
previous findings have revealed the existence of such highly correlated neuronal pairs in
decorrelated states(36). Future work will be necessary to characterize possible cell assemblies in
the ACh-induced decorrelated states.
It is worth mentioning the link between high frequency events (gamma oscillations) and
surround suppression through SOM activation. It has been recently shown that surround
suppression in VI neurons is mediated by SOM neurons(28). Interestingly, the same visual
stimulus that evokes surround suppression has also been shown to induce gamma
oscillations(37). Likewise, ACh has also been shown to modulate surround suppression(38) and
gamma oscillations(2). Our finding on SOM neurons mediating ACh-induced desynchronization
provides the missing link between these various observations. Further investigation will be
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important to understand the difference, if any, between SOM- and PV-mediated gamma
oscillations.
Our findings help to reconcile seemingly contradictory effects of cholinergic modulation and
nucleus basalis stimulation on visual responses of VI neurons(27). Cortical cholinergic
activation has been linked to both fast GABA-mediated suppression(3, 39) and slow facilitation
of visual responses of VI neurons(4, 27, 38-40). These findings can in principle be explained by
our results where direct cholinergic activation of SOM neurons can drive both direct inhibition
and indirect disinhibition(41) on PYR neurons to vary their firing rate according to the relative
strengths of the two pathways. In addition, cholinergic activation of astrocytes(18) can provide
excitatory influences at a slower timescale. Our results also extend the conclusions of earlier
slice studies (42, 43) which have demonstrated the excitation of non fast-spiking inhibitory
neurons and induction of an inhibitory barrage in fast-spiking and pyramidal neurons by ACh.
The findings we describe do not rule out the possibility of other neuronal cell types (18, 44-46)
being active during cholinergic modulation. These include facilitatory responses observed in
vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP)(44) and cholecystokinin-expressing interneurons(47) where
the former has recently been shown to exclusively provide weak inhibition to SOM neurons(20).
However, these cell types, unlike SOM neurons, have little connection to the two other principal
cell types, PV and PYR neurons(20) that we have demonstrated to be critical players in driving
the ACh-induced temporal changes in cortical dynamics. It is likely that these VIP neurons are
involved in the modulation of energy supply during cholinergic modulation(47). Additionally,
mAChR mediated activation of prolonged facilitatory responses in cortical astrocytes and
hippocampal PYR neurons have also been proposed to drive ACh-induced plasticity (18, 45, 46).
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Together with our data showing SOM neurons as a dominant driver of both decorrelation and
desynchronization in cortical networks, we propose that these distinct ACh-responsive cell-types
can reorganize to form specialized microcircuits for enabling multiple brain functions during
cholinergic modulation.
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Fig. 1. In vivo optogenetic stimulation of ChAT-ChR2 expressing axons induces desynchronization of the local field
potential (LFP) and decreases correlation between visual responses of layer 2/3 cortical neurons in VI. (A) (Left)
Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for in vivo LFP recording using a glass pipette, with ChAT-ChR2
blue light stimulation through objective. (Right) Fluorescence image of ChAT-ChR2 axons in VI. Scale bar, 50
gm. (B) Desynchronization of the LFP during ChAT-ChR2 stimulation at t = 0 - I s (blue bar). (Top) Raw trace.
(Bottom) Band pass filtered at 5 - 100 Hz. (C) Amplitude-frequency graph Is before (blue) and after (red) NB
stimulation, averaged over 10 trials. (D) ChAT-ChR2 stimulation induces a decrease in amplitude of low frequency
events and increase in high frequency events. (E) (Top) Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for in vivo
single unit recording using a tungsten electrode array during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation through objective.
(Bottom) Schematic of the visual and ChAT-ChR2 stimulation protocol. Each natural stimuli comprises 3 movies
(patterned boxes) of 5s duration. Each random orientation grating stimuli comprises 3 trials of alternating 4s of
blank screen and 4s of random orientation gratings. ChAT-ChR2 stimulation is indicated by arrows. (F) Two
example experiments showing neuronal decorrelation before (control) and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation. Each
panel shows the responses of multiple single units recorded simultaneously during a single natural movie trial. Each
unit is indicated by a different color. (G) Scatter plot showing single unit correlation coefficients before and after
ChAT-ChR2 stimulation. Blue circles represent mean Pearson correlation coefficients for each neuron; red circle
represents population averaged correlation coefficient. (H) ChAT-ChR2 stimulation induces a significant decrease
in the population averaged normalized correlation coefficient across experiments. ** P<0.01, *** P<0.001, ****
P<0.0001.
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Fig. 2. In vivo optogenetic stimulation of ChAT-ChR2 expressing axons evokes diverse responses in layer 2/3 SOM,
PV and putative PYR neurons. (A) (Left) Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for in vivo two-photon
guided, cell-attached recording of labeled SOM neurons during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation through
objective. (Middle) A typical spike of a SOM neuron in a ChAT-ChR2-SOM-cre animal. (Right, Top) RFP+ SOM
cells (red) were targeted with a glass pipette containing Alexa 488 dye (green). (Right, Bottom) The cell was filled
to confirm its identity after recording. Scale bar, 20 pm. (B) Responses of 2 SOM neurons to ChAT-ChR2
stimulation (arrow). (C) Normalized mean firing rate 8s before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation. (D) Similar to
(A) where RFP+ PV neurons in ChAT-ChR2-PV-cre mice were recorded. Scale bar, 20 gm. (E) Visual responses of
2 PV neurons before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation (arrow). ChAT-ChR2 stimulation was synchronized to the
start of orientation grating stimulus (patterned bar). A blank grey screen (white bar) preceded visual stimulation. (F)
Normalized mean visual response (over 4s) before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation. (G) Schematic illustration of
the experimental setup for in vivo single unit recording in ChAT-ChR2 animal using a tungsten electrode array
during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation through objective. (H) Visual responses of 2 units (putative PYR
neurons) before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation (arrow). ChAT-ChR2 stimulation was synchronized to the start
of random orientation grating or natural movie stimulus (patterned bar). A blank screen (white bar) preceded visual
stimulation. (I) Normalized mean visual response (over 4s) before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation. * P<0.05,
* * * * P<0.0001. N.S., not significant.
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Fig. 3. Ex vivo application of ACh induces diverse responses in layer 2/3 SOM, PV and PYR neurons (A) Schematic
illustration of whole-cell patch-clamp recording of layer 2/3 neurons in slices during ACh application. (B) (Left)
Merged fluorescence and differential interference contrast (DIC) images of a tdTomato positive SOM neuron
patched in a SOM-TD slice. Relative positions of ACh pipette (1) and patch pipette (2) were as indicated. Scale bar,
10 gm. (Right) A typical spike of a SOM neuron. (C) Local ACh application (black dot; 10 mM, 200 ms, 20 psi)
evoked a transient train of action potentials in SOM neurons which were abolished by mecamylamine and atropine
(not shown). (D) Population average of ACh-induced changes in mean Vm of SOM neurons before and after bath
application of mecamylamine and atropine (E) Similar to (B) where fast-spiking, tdTomato positive PV neurons in
PV-TD slices were recorded. Scale bar, 10 gm. (F) Local ACh application evoked IPSCs in PV neurons which were
reduced by gabazine, TTX, meca and atropine. (G) Population average of ACh-induced changes in mean current
amplitude (pA) of PV neurons before and after bath application of gabazine, TTX, meca and atropine. (H) Similar to
(B) where GFP negative, PYR neuron in GAD67-GFP slices were recorded. Scale bar, 10 jim. (I) Local ACh
application evoked IPSCs in PYR neurons which were abolished by gabazine, bicuculline (not shown), TTX, meca
and atropine. (J) Population average of ACh-induced changes in mean current amplitude (pA) of PYR neurons
before and after bath application of gabazine/bicuculline, TTX, meca and atropine. IPSCs were recorded with a
chloride based intracellular whole-cell patch solution. * P<0.05, ** P<0.01, *** P<0.001, **** P<0.0001.
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Fig. 4. ACh-induced facilitation of SOM responses leads to ACh-induced IPSCs in fast-spiking (FS, putative PV)
and PYR neurons. (A) Schematic illustration of whole-cell patch-clamp recording of layer 2/3 VI neurons during
ACh pressure application, in SOM-cre slices at a location where AAV-flex-Arch-GFP virus was injected (green
dotted region), with green light stimulation of Arch to block SOM neurons. (B) (Left) Merged fluorescence and
DIC images of a GFP-positive, Arch-expressing SOM neuron patched in a SOM-cre slice. Relative positions of ACh
pipette (1) and patch pipette (2) were as indicated. (Middle) Magnified image of the SOM neuron patched in the
previous image. Scale bar, 10 pm. (Right) A typical spike of a SOM neuron. (C) Local ACh application (black dot;
10 mM, 200 ms, 20 psi) evoked a transient train of action potentials in an Arch-expressing SOM neuron which was
abolished by green light exposure (green bar). (D) Population average of ACh-induced changes in mean Vm of SOM
neurons before, during and after Arch. (E) Similar to (B) where GFP positive, non-Arch-expressing, FS neurons in a
GAD67-GFP-SOM-cre slice were recorded. Scale bar, 10 pm. Note that the neuron is completely filled with GFP in
contrast to the annular filling observed in Fig. 4B. Scale bar, 10 gm. (F) Local ACh application evoked IPSCs in a
GFP positive, FS neuron which is abolished by green light exposure (green bar). (G) Population average of ACh-
induced changes in mean current amplitude of GFP positive neurons before, during and after Arch. (H) Similar to (B)
where GFP negative, putative PYR neuron in a SOM-cre slice were recorded. Scale bar, 10 gm. (I) Local ACh
application evoked IPSCs in a putative PYR neuron which were abolished by green light exposure (green bar). (J)
Population average of ACh-induced changes in mean current amplitude (pA) of putative PYR neurons before,
during and after Arch. IPSCs were recorded with a chloride based intracellular whole-cell patch solution (K)
Proposed mechanism for cholinergic action on specific cortical cell types. Red circles and green ovals indicate
inhibitory synapses and cholinergic receptors respectively. * P<0.05, ** P<0.01, *** P<0.001
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Fig. 5. In vivo ChAT-ChR2 stimulation induced desynchronization of local field potentials and neuronal
decorrelation in VI is mediated by SOM neurons. (A) (Left) Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for in
vivo two-photon guided, cell-attached recording of SOM neurons during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation and
SOM-Arch green light stimulation through objective. (Middle) Image of Arch-GFP expression in VI. Scale bar, 50
pim. (Right, Top) An Arch-expressing SOM neuron with membrane-bound GFP was targeted with a glass pipette
containing Alexa 488 dye (green). (Right, Bottom) The cell was filled to confirm its identity after recording. Scale
bar, 20 pm. (B) Responses of a SOM neuron to ChAT-ChR2 stimulation (arrow, Is duration) (Top) without and
(Bottom) with Arch stimulation (10s duration, where the start precedes ChAT-ChR2 stimulation by Is). (C)
Normalized mean firing rate 8s before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation without and with Arch stimulation. (D)
Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for in vivo local field potential recording using a glass pipette. (E)
Desynchronization of the local field potential during optogenetic ChAT-ChR2 stimulation at t = 0 - 1 s (blue bar)
(Left) is blocked by Arch stimulation during t = -1 - 1 s (green bar) (Right). The raw trace (Top) is band pass
filtered at 5 - 100 Hz (Bottom). (F) ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation induces a decrease in amplitude of low
frequency events (<10 Hz) and increase in high frequency events (10 - 100 Hz) respectively. This is blocked during
simultaneous SOM-Arch green light and ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation. (G) Schematic illustration of the
experimental setup for in vivo single unit recording using a tungsten electrode array. (H) An example experiment
showing a decrease of between cell-correlation before (control) and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation (blue box). The
decorrelation is absent during simultaneous SOM-Arch green light and ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation (blue and
green boxes). Each panel shows the responses of multiple single units recorded simultaneously during a single
natural movie trial. Each unit is indicated by a different color. (I) Scatter plot showing the between-cell correlation
coefficients before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation (Left) as well as before and after simultaneous SOM-Arch and
ChAT-ChR2 stimulation (Right). Each blue circle represents the average correlation coefficient between a single
neuron and all other neurons in the same recording; the red circle is the population average. (J) The population
averaged normalized correlation coefficient across experiments during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation and
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during simultaneous SOM-cre Arch green light and ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation. * P<0.05, ** P<0.01, *
P<0.001, * * * * P<0.0001. N.S., not significant.
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Fig. 6. SOM-evoked direct inhibitory and indirect disinhibitory pathways are both necessary for rate-independent
neuronal decorrelation. (A) Schematic of the modeled circuit comprising the direct inhibitory (SOM-PYR) and
indirect disinhibitory (SOM-PV-PYR) pathways. Red and black circles indicate inhibitory synapses and common
input with independent noise respectively. (B) (Top) Raster plot and (Middle) averaged firing rate of SOM (green),
PV (red) and PYR (blue) neurons. (Bottom) Inhibitory (red, comprising PV and SOM inputs) and excitatory (blue)
conductance of PYR neurons. Blue shaded regions indicate SOM activation. (C) Cross correlation between
excitatory and inhibitory conductances (Top left) without and (Top right) with SOM activation (Bottom) The
conductance traces in Fig. 6B, bottom at expanded time scale. (D) Scatter plot showing the between-cell correlation
coefficients of PYR neurons without and with SOM activation. Each blue circle represents the correlation
coefficient between two single neurons while the single red circle is the population averaged correlation coefficient.
(E) Relationship between the normalized firing rates of PYR and PV with varying SOM firing rates. Circles 1 and 2
refer to data points plotted in Fig. 6D. (F) Relationship between the averaged correlation coefficient of PYR neurons
with varying SOM firing rates. (G) Relationship between the averaged correlation coefficient with normalized firing
rates of PYR neurons in the full model circuit (black) as well as in the circuits where the following connections are
individually removed: PV to PYR (red), SOM to PV (green), SOM to PYR (green dotted). Circles 1 and 2 are the
same reference data points in Fig. 6E-F. With zero SOM rate, the 'full circuit', 'No SOM to PV' and 'No SOM to
PYR' circuits converges at circle 1 while the 'No PV to PYR' circuit rests at point 3. As the SOM rate increases
from circle 1 to 2 in the 'full circuit', the SOM-PV-PYR disinhibition becomes weaker relative to the SOM-PYR
inhibition. Beyond circle 2, the disinhibition is negligible relative to the inhibition, and the 'full circuit' merges with
the 'No PV to PYR' circuit.
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2.6. Methods
Details of mice, viral constructs, viral injection procedures, in vivo surgery, in vivo recording
techniques including cell-attached recording, single unit recording, and local field potential
recording, visual stimulation and optogenetic laser stimulation protocols, slice preparation, ex
vivo whole cell patch-clamp recording procedures, immunohistochemistry protocol and
computational model are described in the Supplementary Methods.
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2.7. Supporting Information
2.7.1. Supplementary Methods
Mice
For in-vivo experiments, local field potential, single unit and cell-attached recordings were
performed on adult mice between 2 - 6 months old. For slice experiments, whole-cell patch
clamp recordings were performed on P13 - P28 mice. The following mouse lines were used:
Figure 1: ChAT-ChR2-EYFP line 6 (ChAT-ChR2)(16), Figure 2: ChAT-ChR2; ChAT-ChR2-
SOM-cre-RFP and ChAT-ChR2-PV-cre-RFP mice were generated by crossing the ChAT-ChR2
+/- with SOM-Cre knockin driver mice (SOM-cre +/+, Jackson Labs) and PV-Cre knockin driver
mice (PV +/+, Jackson Labs) respectively(48) before viral injection of the adenoassociated virus
(AAV, serotype 2/9) containing the loxP-STOP-loxP-RFP construct(49, 50). Figure 3: SOM-
TD and PV-TD were generated by crossing the CAG- tdTomato +/+ mice(51) (td, Jackson labs)
with SOM-cre +/+ and PV-cre +/+ respectively; GAD-67-GFP(52). Figure 4: SOM-cre-Arch
mice were generated by injecting the AAV-CAG-FLEX-Arch-GFP virus (Arch)(53) into SOM-
cre +/- mice; GAD-67-GFP-SOM-cre-Arch mice were generated by first crossing GAD-67-GFP
with SOM-cre +/+ before injecting the Arch virus. Figure 5: ChAT-ChR2-SOM-cre-Arch-GFP
mice were generated by crossing ChAT-ChR2 +/- with SOM-Cre+/+ before injecting the Arch
virus. All experiments were performed under protocols approved by the Animal Care and Use
Committee at MIT and conformed to NIH guidelines.
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Viral injection
The procedure has been described earlier(48, 49). Briefly, adult mice were anesthetized in
isoflurane before the skull was thinned and the dura in primary visual cortex (VI) was punctured
using a glass micropipette filled with virus. A volume of 0.25 pl of virus was injected at the
depth of 250 pm. Experiments were performed at least 2 weeks post-injection.
In vivo surgery
Mice were anesthetized with urethane (1.15 mg/g). Ophthalmic ointment was used to protect the
animal's eyes during the surgery and replaced with silicon oil during imaging. Body temperature
was maintained at 37.5'C with a heating pad. A metal headplate was attached to the skull with
cyanoacrylate glue and dental acrylic. A 2 x 2 mm craniotomy was made over Vi which was
later covered with a thin layer of 2% agarose in ACSF (140 mM NaCl, 5mM KCl, 2 mM CaCl 2,
1mM MgCl 2, 0.01 mM EDTA, 10 mM HEPES, 10 mM glucose, pH 7.4).
In vivo cell-attached recording
Glass pipettes (1.5 pm tip size, 3-7 MD) filled with Alexa dye 488 (A488, Invitrogen, Carlsbad,
CA) and held at positive pressure were visually-guided into VI with a two-photon microscope
using ScanImage software(54) and directed to 100 - 200 pm below the pial surface (layer 2/3)
using a micromanipulator(49). The resistance of the pipette was monitored during the penetration
by delivering -0.5 nA current pulses for 6.3 ms at 0.55 Hz with Clampex software (Axon
Instruments, v8.1) and Axoclamp-2A amplifier (Axon Instruments). When a seal with a cell
during the advancement of pipette was obtained (assessed by increase in pipette tip resistance)
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and well-isolated spikes were detected on Clampex during visual stimuli presentation, sustained
negative pressure was applied (0.2-0.6 psi) to secure the seal(5S). To fill the recorded cells,
current pulses (35 ms, 900-2000 nA) were delivered at 15 Hz for 30-60 s. Recordings were
performed at a sampling rate of 30 KHz and filtered between 300 Hz and 10 KHz. The pClamp
data was analyzed with Clampfit software v 10.2 (MDS Analytical Technologies) for spike
detection and the analyzed data was then imported in Matlab and further analyzed with custom-
written scripts to calculate firing rates in epochs with and without visual and/or optogenetic
stimulation.
In vivo single unit recording
Single-unit extracellular recordings were made using tungsten microelectrodes (0.8 Mn; FHC).
Similar to what has been described in earlier work(18), the signal was amplified and recorded
using the Plexon Neurotechnology Research Systems (4-8 channels, 40kHz at 12-bit resolution,
Plexon Inc.). The signal was thresholded using an online amplitude discriminator and played
over an integrated stereo amplifier (Optimus). Offline analysis to sort waveforms for each unit
was performed using commercial programs (Offline Sorter version 2.8.8; Plexon Inc.). Post
processing was done using in-house code written in MATLAB.
In vivo single unit data analysis
Data analysis was performed with in-house code written in MATLAB. Units were selected by
two criteria for further analysis: visually responsiveness (paired t-test, P<0.05) and firing rate
(>0.1 Hz). To avoid artifact of the same units being picked up by more than one electrode, we
also removed units which have high correlation with others (pair-wise between-units correlation
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coefficient: >0.1, with I kHz bin). For correlation analysis across units, we first binned responses
at 10 Hz before the mean Pearson correlation coefficient for each cell was calculated using all
pairs of responses between the cell and other cells recorded simultaneously. Population averaged
correlation coefficients in Fig. 1H, 5J, Supplementary Fig. lB and 5F were computed by first
averaging the correlation coefficient across all cells recorded simultaneously before taking the
mean of these averaged correlation coefficients across experiments.
The discrimination analysis in Supplementary Fig. 6B was computed as previously described
(3). We first binned responses at 100 ms segments. Discriminability was then calculated by
comparing the similarity of single-trial responses to two templates comprising mean trial-
averaged responses. Each discrimination was quantified by calculating the Euclidean distance
between (a) single-trial responses in a given bin and the mean trial-averaged responses in the
same bin, and between (b) the single-trial responses and the mean trial-averaged responses in a
different bin. Discrimination was assigned correct when the distance (a) was smaller than
distance (b). Two-way ANOVA was used to assess effect of number of units included to
calculate discrimination performance, and effect of light stimulation. Data sets with more than 9
units were used for this analysis.
In vivo local field potential (LFP) recording
The LFP recordings were made using a glass pipette (2.5 - 3 pm tip size, 2-3 MQ) to prevent
optogenetic laser stimulation-induced artifacts(56). The pipette, filled with A488 and Alexa dye
494 (A594), is visually-guided into VI with a microscope and directed to 100 - 200 pm below
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the pial surface (layer 2/3) using a micromanipulator. A single channel on the Plexon
Neurotechnology Research Systems is used to amplify and record the signal.
Visual and optogenetic stimulation
Natural movies and random orientation gratings were displayed on a 19 inch LCD monitor
situated 15 cm from the eyes.
Each natural stimuli experiment consisted of 40 - 60 trials where each trial comprises a set each
of control and optogenetic stimulation conditions. Each set comprises three 5-seconds natural
movies (128 x 128 pixels) selected from the van Hateren natural movie database. Each movie is
preceded by a control period consisting of 3s of blank grey screen and 2s of still image of the
first movie frame to avoid onset effect. Multiple trials were performed with alternating absence
and presence of ChAT-ChR2 stimulation synchronized to the start of each movie (see Fig. 1E),
where Arch stimulation precedes by Is and continues for the duration of the ChAT-ChR2
stimulation so as to ensure suppression of SOM neurons during this period.
Each random orientation grating experiment consisted of 40 - 60 trials where each trial
comprises 3 repeats of alternating 4s of blank screen and 4s of random orientation grating
presentation. ChAT-ChR2 stimulation is synchronized to the start of the third repeat of gratings
presentation (see Fig. 1E), where Arch stimulation precedes by Is and continues for the duration
of the ChAT-ChR2 stimulation. The random orientation grating stimuli were generated with the
Psychophysics toolbox(57) in Matlab. The stimuli consisted of square wave drifting gratings at
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100% contrast in 8 randomly-permuted directions, each 45 degrees apart and lasting for 450 ms.
To perform optogenetic stimulation of ChR2 and Arch, we used diode-pumped solid state blue
and green lasers with analog intensity control (473 nm, 200 mW, MBL-III-473, and 532 nm, 200
mW, MBL-III-532, respectively, OptoEngine, LLC). Pulse patterns (20 Hz, 1 Oms of pulse width)
were driven via custom D/A optogenetics software written in Matlab.
The onset of both visual stimuli was synchronized to the initiation of acquisition of cell-attached
spike, single unit, LFP recordings and optogenetic stimulation via trigger pulses.
Photostimulation of ChAT-ChR2
When blue light is shone at VI, both the cholinergic axons from the basal forebrain and a small,
localized set of intrinsic cholinergic interneurons are photostimulated. The functional
consequences of the activation of the intrinsic cholinergic interneurons have however been
shown to be limited (58, 59).
Slice physiology
Visual cortical coronal slices (300 tm) were cut in slicing buffer (< 4 'C, perfused with carbogen
comprising 95% 02/5% CO2, pH 7.33 - 7.38) with a vibratome (Leica VT 1200S) and incubated
in artificial cerebral spinal fluid (ACSF) at room temperature for at least 30 min before being
transferred to a slice chamber for patch-recordings. All experiments were performed in
carbogen-perfused ACSF. The ACSF contained (in mM): NaCl, 130; NaHCO 3, 24; KCl, 3.5;
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NaH2PO4 , 1.25; Glucose, 10; CaCl 2, 2.5; MgCl 2, 1.5. The slicing buffer is of similar composition
as ACSF except (in mM): CaCl2, 1; MgCl 2, 5. The intracellular pipette solution for patching
neurons in current clamp mode contained (in mM): KCl, 20; K-Gluconate, 100; HEPES, 10;
Mg-ATP: 4; Na-GTP: 0.3; Na-Phosphocreatine, 10, pH 7.4, 295 mOsm. For recording IPSCs in
voltage clamp mode, a chloride-based intracellular solution was used (in mM): KCl, 120;
HEPES, 10; Mg-ATP: 4; Na-GTP: 0.3; Na-Phosphocreatine, 10, pH 7.4, 295 mOsm. The drugs
used include: Acetylcholine chloride (ACh, 10 mM), Atropine sulfate (Atropine, 50 PM),
Mecamylamine hydrochloride (Meca, 10 pM), Bicuculline methiodide (BCC, 20 piM) and
Tetrodotoxin (TTX, 1 pM) were purchased from Sigma; D-(-)-2-amino-5-phosphonopentanoic
acid (D-APV, 50 pM), 2, 3-Dioxo-6-nitro-1,2,3,4-tetrahydrobenzo[f]quinoxaline-7-sulfonamide
disodium salt (NBQX, 10 pM) and Gabazine (10 pM) were purchased from Tocris. Drugs were
bath applied, except for ACh which was applied by pressure injection with a picospritzer.
Intracellular recording in slices
Glass pipettes (4 - 7 MQ) were pulled with a Sutter P 1000 puller (Sutter instruments). Layer 2/3
cells were visualized with an Olympus BX61WI microscope coupled with an LUMPLFLN 40x
water immersion lens, infrared-DIC optics and QCapture Pro driven Retiga Exi CCD camera
(Qimaging). A subset of experiments in Fig. 3H-J was performed in C57BL/6 slices where
regular-spiking (RS) excitatory neurons were identified according to the following
morphological and electrophysiological characteristics: pyramidal-shaped soma, apical dendrites
radially projecting towards the pial and basal dendrites directed downwards and laterally(60) and
adaptation of spike frequency when stimulated with a constant current(61). In GAD-67-GFP
slices in Fig. 3H - J and in SOM-cre-Arch slices in Fig. 4H-J, PYR neurons were identified by
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the absence of GFP and their electrophysiological and morphological characteristics. In GAD-
67-GFP-SOM-cre-Arch slices used in Fig. 4E-G, fast-spiking (FS) neurons are identified by their
expression of GFP and their FS characteristic. In GAD-67-GFP slices used in Supplementary Fig.
3B-E, non FS neurons are identified by their GFP expression and non FS characteristic.
Recordings were performed with a multiclamp 700B amplifier and digidata 1440A data
acquisition system, with pClamp software in both the current- and voltage-clamp modes.
Analysis was performed with the Clampfit 10.2.0.12 software. Optogenetic stimulation of Arch
was performed using output from a Lumen 200 fluorescence lamp (5% light output, Prior
Scientific, Inc.) through a green filter. In Fig. 3 and 4, the ACh induced changes in response (%)
after bath application of drugs is defined as
(Ach response) after drug - (Ach response)before drug X 100
(Ach response) before drug
Immunohistochemistry
SOM-TD mice (P34, see Supplementary Fig. 2B-C) were anesthetized with 4% isoflurane and
perfused transcardially with saline followed by chilled 4 % paraformaldehyde in 0.1 M PBS. The
brains were then postfixed in 4 % paraformaldehyde in 0.1 M PBS (<40C) overnight. The fixed
brains were sectioned into 50 tm visual cortical slices with a vibratome and then blocked in 10%
normal goat serum with 1% triton in PBS (1 hour, room temperature) before being stained with
rabbit anti-Mi, anti-M2 (1:200, Millipore, AB5164, AB5166), rabbit anti-nAChR alpha4, rabbit
anti-nAChR beta2 and rabbit anti-nAChR alpha7 (1:200, Abcam, ab41172, ab55980, ab23832)
overnight (< 4 0C). This was followed by a 3 hour incubation in Alexa Fluor 488 goat anti-rabbit
(1:200, Invitrogen, Al 1034) before being mounted on a glass slide with the Vectashield Hardset
mounting media (Vector Labs). The slides were imaged using a confocal microscope (Zeiss LSM
57
5 Pascal Exciter) and the images were analyzed for co-localization of tdTomato positive SOM
neurons and the respective cholinergic receptors stains.
Computational model
The simulated network comprised 1000 PYR, 1000 PV and 2000 SOM neurons. All neurons
were modeled as conductance-based leaky integrate-and-fire neurons with membrane time
constant Tm = 20ms, leak conductance Gleak = 1OnS and resting membrane potential Vrest = -
70mV. The neuron fired whenever the membrane potential crosses the threshold Vth = - 40mV
before artificially clamping it at a reset membrane value Vreset = -65mV for a refractory period Tref
= 5ms. Synaptic interactions were modeled as instantaneous increases in excitatory (PYR) or
inhibitory (PV, SOM) conductances followed by exponential decays with Texc = 2ms and tinh =
15ms. The receptors' reversal potentials were Eexc = OmV and Einh = -75mV. PYR and PV
received feedforward inputs. PYR and PV neurons were driven by independent Poisson noise
with common Poisson inputs at an overall fixed rate of 200 Hz, with the ratio between
independent noise and common input at 0.6. Each PYR/PV neuron received 20 different Poisson
inputs as feedforward excitatory drive with synaptic weight of InS. PV neurons were connected
to PYR neurons with a fixed number of pre-synaptic partners: 100 PV to 1 PYR. We simulated
synchronous sensory events by incorporating a delay between the correlated feedforward
excitation and inhibition, similar to (26). This delay was set at 3ms with corresponding synaptic
weights at 0.2 nS. Each PYR and PV neurons received projections from 1 SOM neuron driven by
a Poisson process with variable rate. The synaptic weights were 15nS for PYR and 30nS for PV.
The equations for the network dynamics of PYR are given by
dV-
LM d V= (Vrest - V) + gext(Eexc - V) + (gsom+ + gpv+)(Ein - V)
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Texc dt -9ext + wexcSext(t)
dtv
Tinh dt = PV + WinhSpV+(t)
inn dt = -gsoM+ + winhSsoM+(t)
where iE [1 - 1,000], 9ext, gpv+ and 9soM+ are expressed in unit of leak conductances and
Sext, Spv+ and SsoM+ are synaptic inputs from pre-synaptic external sources as well as PV and
SOM neurons impinging on the post-synaptic neuron i.
Duration of each simulation was 10s with time step dt = 0.1 ms. Simulations were performed
using NEST simulator (62) and the PyNN interface(63).
Spike trains were binned at 100 ms segments before each averaged pairwise correlation
coefficient was computed by averaging the correlations of 2500 neuron pairs randomly drawn
from the PYR population.
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2.7.2. Supplementary Figures
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Fig. Si. In vivo optogenetic stimulation of ChAT-ChR2 expressing axons decreases correlation between responses
of layer 2/3, VI cortical neurons to both natural movies and random orientation gratings. (A) Scatter plot showing
the between-cell correlation coefficients before and after ChAT-ChR2 stimulation when (Left) natural movies and
(Right) random orientation gratings are shown. Each blue circle represents the averaged correlation coefficient
between a single neuron and all other neurons in the same recording while the single red circle is the population
averaged correlation coefficient. There is a significant decrease of between-cell correlation coefficient after ChAT-
ChR2 stimulation in both natural movies (p <<<0.0001, paired t-test) and random orientation grating experiments (p
< 0.001, paired t-test). (B) ChAT-ChR2 stimulation induces significant decrease in population averaged normalized
correlation coefficient across experiments in both natural movies (P < 0.006, paired t-test) and random orientation
grating experiments (P < 0.03, paired t-test). * P < 0.05, ** P<0.01, *** P<0.001, **** P<0.0001.
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Fig. S2. (A) Electrophysiological properties of SOM and PV neurons studied with cell attached recordings in vivo in
ChAT-ChR2 SOM-cre-RFP and ChAT-ChR2 PV-cre-RFP animals (see Fig. 2). Population average of the (Left)
mean spike half-width and (Right) mean peak to valley ratio of spike in the 24 PV and 11 SOM neurons recorded.
** P < 0.007, + P = 0.0926, t-test. Error bars indicate SEM. See (30). (B) Muscarinic (mAChR) and nicotinic
(nAChR) receptors on tdTomato positive SOM neurons in VI of SOM-TD mice. Immunohistochemistry (anti-
mAChR M1/M2, anti-nAChR alpha4 and beta2, anti-nAChR alpha-7) showing co-localization of these receptors on
SOM neurons. Scale bar, 10 gm. (C) Percentage co-localization of each set of cholinergic receptors with tdTomato
positive SOM neurons in P34 fixed slices.
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Fig. S3. (A) Population average of the mean peak to valley ratio of spikes of PV, SOM and PYR neurons studied
with whole cell patch-clamp recordings ex vivo in PV-TD, SOM-TD and GAD-67-GFP/WT animals respectively (P
< 0.01, Wilcoxon rank-sum test. See Fig. 3). Error bars indicate SEM. (B) Local ACh application (black dot; 10
mM, 200 ins, 20 psi) evokes a transient train of action potentials (AP) in SOM neurons (in SOM-TD slices) which
persists in the presence of NBQX, D-APV and BCC. The change in spike height post ACh application is due to high
firing rate. (C) Population average of ACh-induced changes in mean Vm of SOM neurons before and after bath
application of NBQX, D-APV and BCC (P > 0.4, paired t-test). Error bars indicate SEM. ** P<0.01, N.S., not
significant.
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Fig. S4. (A) Population average of the mean peak to valley ratio of spikes in GFP-expressing SOM neurons and non
GFP-expressing PYR neurons of SOM-cre-Arch-GFP animals as well as FS inhibitory neurons in GAD-67-GFP-
SOM-cre-Arch animals studied with whole cell patch-clamp recordings ex vivo. (see Fig. 4). * ** P < 0.00 1, * * P <
0.01, Wilcoxon rank-sum test. Error bars indicate SEM. (B) Merged fluorescence and DIC images of a SOM
neuron patched in a SOM-TD slice. Relative positions of ACh pipette (1) and patch pipette (2) are as indicated.
Scale bar, 10 m. (C) Population average of ACh-induced changes in mean V of SOM neurons before and after
green light exposure (n = 3, P = 0.442, paired t-test). Green light does not significantly change the ACh-induced
response in SOM neurons in slices without Arch expression. (D) Local ACh application (black dot; 10 mM, 200 ms,
20 psi) evokes hyperpolarization followed by depolarization. Cells were recorded in current clamp mode. (E) Mean
amplitude of the hyperpolarization and depolarization. ** P<0.01, *** P<0.001, N.S., not significant.
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Fig. S5. Green light stimulation does not abolish the in vivo ChAT-ChR2 stimulation induced desynchronization of
local field potential and neuronal decorrelation in ChAT-ChR2 animals without Arch expression. (A) Schematic
illustration of the experimental setup for in vivo local field potential recording using a glass pipette during blue and
blue/green stimulation of ChAT-ChR2 through objective. (B) Desynchronization of the local field potential during
ChAT-ChR2 stimulation at t = 0 - I s (blue bar) (Left) is not blocked by green light stimulation during t = -1 - 1 s
(green bar) (Right). The raw trace (Top) is band pass filtered at 5 - 100 Hz (Bottom). (C) ChAT-ChR2 blue light
stimulation induces a % decrease in amplitude of low frequency events (<10 Hz, P < 0.05, paired t-test) and %
increase in high frequency events (10 - 100 Hz, P < 0.02, paired t-test) respectively. This is not blocked during
simultaneous green light and blue light stimulation in the ChAT-ChR2 control animals without Arch expression
(low frequency: P < 0.04; high frequency: P < 0.005). (D) Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for in
vivo single unit recording using a tungsten electrode array during blue and blue/green stimulation of ChAT-ChR2
through objective. (E) Scatter plot showing the between-cell correlation coefficients before and after ChAT-ChR2
blue light stimulation (Top) as well as before and after simultaneous ChAT-ChR2 blue and green light stimulation
(Bottom) (Each blue circle represents the averaged correlation coefficient between a single neuron and all other
neurons in the same recording while the single red circle is the population averaged correlation coefficient. There is
a significant decrease of between-cell correlation coefficient during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation (p < 0.01,
paired t-test) and also duringChAT-ChR2 simultaneous blue and green light stimulation (p < 0.005, paired t-test).
(F) There is a significant decrease in population averaged normalized correlation coefficient across experiments
during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation (P < 0.04, paired t-test) as well as during ChAT-ChR2 simultaneous blue
and green light stimulation (p < 0.03, paired t-test). * P < 0.05, ** P<0.01.
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Fig. S6. In vivo ChAT-ChR2 stimulation enhances discrimination performance via SOM neurons. (A) (Top)
Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for in vivo single unit recording using a tungsten electrode array
during ChAT-ChR2 blue light stimulation and SOM-cre Arch green light stimulation through objective. (Bottom)
Image of a tungsten electrode array used for single-unit recording in the Arch virus injected region in VI in ChAT-
ChR2-SOM-cre-Arch-GFP animals. Scale bar, 200 pm. (B) (Left) Normalized discrimination performance with
(blue curve) and without (black curve) blue light stimulation. Discrimination performance was plotted as a function
of number of units assessed for computation of population performance and normalized by the control performance
at 9 units. Only data sets with more than 9 units were included. Performance improved with increased number of
units assessed as well as with blue light stimulation (Two-way ANOVA: effect of number of units: P < 0.03, effect
of light stimulation: P < 0.04, no significant interaction). (Right) Normalized discrimination performance with
(green curve) and without (black curve) blue and green light stimulation. The effect of light stimulation is absent
(Two-way ANOVA: effect of number of units: P < 0.003, effect of light stimulation: P > 0.1, no significant
interaction). * P<0.05, N.S., not significant.
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Fig. S7. Computational simulations show that each of the three connections in the microcircuit comprising SOM,
PV and PYR are necessary for rate-independent neuronal decorrelation. (A) Schematic of the modeled circuit in Fig.
6 with the SOM-PYR connection removed. (B) Relationship between the averaged correlation coefficient with
normalized firing rates of PYR neurons in the circuit of S7A. Arrow indicates direction of increasing SOM firing
rate. (C) Relationship between the (Top) firing rates (Hz) of PYR and PV as well as (Bottom) the averaged
correlation coefficient with varying SOM rates in the circuit of S7A. (D) Schematic of the modeled circuit in Fig. 6
with the SOM-PV connection removed. (E) Relationship between the averaged correlation coefficient with
normalized firing rates of PYR neurons in the circuit of S7D. Arrow indicates direction of increasing SOM firing
rate. (F) Relationship between the (Top) firing rates (Hz) of PYR and PV as well as (Bottom) the averaged
correlation coefficient with varying SOM rates in the circuit of S7D. (G) Schematic of the modeled circuit in Fig. 6
with the PV-PYR connection removed. (H) Relationship between the averaged correlation coefficient with
normalized firing rates of PYR neurons in the circuit of S7G. Arrow indicates direction of increasing SOM firing
rate. (I) Relationship between the (Top) firing rates (Hz) of PYR and PV as well as (Bottom) the averaged
correlation coefficient with varying SOM rates in the circuit of S7G.
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Table S1. Details of statistical comparisons made for Fig.1-5.
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Table S2. Details of statistical comparisons made for Supplementary Fig. 1-6.
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Chapter 3: Cholinergic activation of astrocytes mediates nucleus
basalis-enabled stimulus-specific plasticity in the visual cortex
Although cholinergic innervation of the cortex by the nucleus basalis (NB) is known to
modulate cortical neuronal responses and instruct cortical plasticity, little is known about
the underlying cellular mechanisms. Using cell-attached recordings in vivo, we demonstrate
that electrical stimulation of NB, paired with visual stimulation, can induce significant
potentiation of visual responses in excitatory neurons of the primary visual cortex (V1) in
mice. We further show with in vivo two-photon calcium imaging, ex vivo calcium imaging
and whole-cell recordings that this pairing induced potentiation is mediated by direct
cholinergic activation of V1 astrocytes via muscarinic acetylcholine receptors (mAChRs).
The potentiation is absent in IP3R2-cKO mice which lack astrocyte calcium activation, and
is stimulus specific, as pairing NB stimulation with a specific visual orientation reveals a
highly selective potentiation of responses to the paired orientation compared to unpaired
orientations. Collectively, these findings reveal a novel and surprising role for astrocytes in
NB-induced stimulus specific plasticity in the cerebral cortex.
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3.1. Introduction
Sensory experience associated with nucleus basalis (NB) driven, cholinergic activation of the
cortex (1) has been shown to induce cortical plasticity at both single cell and cortical map levels
(2-6). To understand how cortical responses and representations can be altered by experience
during cholinergic modulation, it is critical to identify the circuit elements involved and define
how their interactions can contribute to the restructuring of cortical network dynamics.
Previous studies have shown that multiple cortical cell types including neurons (7-9) and
astrocytes (10-12) can be responsive to acetylcholine (ACh). Among these cell-types, astrocytes
are a promising candidate for contributing to NB-mediated cortical plasticity: ex vivo studies
have implicated hippocampal astrocytes in synaptic potentiation [(13-15) but see (16)],
demonstrating that they can potentially provide a powerful means of altering the state of
neuronal networks to induce plasticity. More recently, studies using combined somatosensory
and cholinergic stimulation have revealed that NB-induced astrocytic activation can induce
potentiation of local field potentials recorded in somatosensory cortex (17, 18). These findings
open up several key questions: Does the NB-mediated potentiation manifest at the level of single
neurons and astrocytes? If so, does the potentiation influence specific features of single neuronal
responses and representations? Particularly, is the potentiation a non-specific increase in
responses that is independent of sensory stimulus features, or does it selectively facilitate
responses to stimuli that have been paired with NB stimulation?
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The primary visual cortex (VI) provides an excellent model system to address these issues.
Modulation by ACh in general, and cholinergic drive from the NB in particular, is known to
influence VI circuits in multiple ways, resulting in enhancement of direction and orientation
selectivity in VI neurons (19-22), increase in attentional modulation of VI neurons in behaving
monkeys (23), and alteration in the reliability and synchrony of stimulus-evoked spikes in VI
neurons (24). Responses of mature VI neurons to specific visual stimulus features have also
been shown to be plastic and depend on the history of visual stimulation (25). Moreover, cortical
astrocytes have been previously demonstrated to be an integral component of VI circuits as they
are visually responsive and are capable of modulating visually-driven neuronal responses (26).
We therefore examined the influence of NB-mediated cholinergic activation of astrocytes and
neurons in mouse VI in vivo, and the mechanisms of their interactions in VI slices ex vivo, using
both calcium imaging and electrophysiological recording. We show for the first time that pairing
electrical stimulation of the NB with visual stimuli can induce potentiation of visual responses in
VI excitatory neurons. The potentiation is facilitated by astrocytes which are activated by
cholinergic inputs from the NB and in turn directly influence neuronal responses, and is
abolished in mice which lack astrocyte calcium increases due to deletion of astrocytic inositol
1,4,5 trisphosphate receptor type 2 (IP 3R2). This astrocyte-mediated response potentiation is
stimulus specific, as pairing one stimulus orientation with NB stimulation selectively potentiates
the visual response of the paired over other unpaired orientations.
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3.2. Results
3.2.1. Pairing NB and visual stimulation potentiates visual responses in excitatory neurons
in vivo
We first investigated if paired NB and visual stimulation can induce potentiation of identified
excitatory neuron responses. The NB was stimulated with an implanted bipolar electrode (see SI
Materials and Methods: In vivo surgery) (24) while responses of single visual cortical neurons in
the supragranular layers were recorded with in vivo cell-attached recordings (Fig. 1A and 1D,
top). The stereotaxic accuracy of the implantation was determined by (a) localization of the
electrode tip within NB as assessed by acetylcholinesterase staining (Fig. 1B) (24) and (b) the
effect of stimulation on desynchronization of the interhemispheric electroencephalogram (Fig.
1C) (24, 27). Excitatory neurons were characterized by their 'regular spiking' properties (28),
including spike half widths and peak-to-valley ratios (Fig. SLA-B) and their responses before,
during and after the pairing paradigm were recorded at single-spike resolution for long durations.
The visual stimuli consisted of gratings of random orientation designed to evoke robust
responses and were presented alternately with blank gray screens (Fig. 1D, bottom, see SI
Materials and Methods: Visual Stimulation). Stimulating the NB with multiple trains of pulses,
where each train (50 pulses at 100 Hz; see SI Materials and Methods: NB stimulation) was
paired with each cycle of visual stimulus (Fig. 1D, bottom), induced a prominent sustained slow
potentiation of visual responses in excitatory neurons lasting over 40 minutes (Fig. 1E-F). The
firing rates during the alternate visual stimulus and blank gray screen presentations were
quantified as ON and OFF responses respectively, while the ON responses relative to the
preceding OFF responses were quantified as ON-OFF. The increase was pronounced in both
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visual ON and ON-OFF responses (Fig. 1F: n= 6 neurons in 6 animals, P <<<0.001). Thus,
paired NB and visual stimulation reliably potentiates visually driven responses of regular
spiking, presumably pyramidal VI neurons.
3.2.2. In vivo NB stimulation evoke robust calcium responses in visual cortical astrocytes
via muscarinic receptors
We next investigated if NB stimulation can activate VI astrocytes using in vivo two-photon
imaging (Fig. 2A, left). VI astrocytes and neurons were loaded with fluorescent calcium
indicator Oregon Green 488 Bapta-1-AM (OGB1-AM), while astrocytes were loaded with the
selective astrocytic marker sulforhodaminel0l (SR101) (29) (Fig. 2A, right). OGB1-AM
fluorescence in astrocytes was monitored continuously with two-photon imaging during NB
stimulation. First, we examined whether spontaneous activity in astrocytes was affected by a
brief train of pulses applied to NB (50 pulses at 100 Hz). Indeed, we observed robust increases in
the calcium responses of astrocytes (Fig. 2B, left; n = 30/44 astrocytes in 5 animals, P < 0.0001,
paired t-test, comparing population, trial-averaged responses before and after brief NB
stimulation). When atropine, a mAChR antagonist, was delivered by a visualized pipette (Fig.
2A, right), NB-evoked responses were reduced to pre-NB levels (Fig. 2B, right; Fig. 2C; n = 17
NB stimulation facilitated astrocytes in 3 animals, P = 0.001, paired t-test, comparing responses
before and after NB stimulation; P < 0.001, paired t-test, comparing NB evoked responses before
and after atropine application, Fig. S2A). Thus, responses of cortical astrocytes to NB
stimulation are evoked by cholinergic modulation via mAChRs.
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To examine how NB activation influenced visual responses of astrocytes, we presented randomly
oriented visual gratings synchronized to a single, brief train of pulses applied to NB (Fig. 2D)
while imaging astrocyte responses. Indeed, visual responses of astrocytes were enhanced by NB
stimulation (Fig. 2E and 2F: n = 47 visually responsive astrocytes in 5 animals, P < 0.01, paired
t-test, comparing population average of visual responses pre- and post-NB, Fig. S2B), showing
that VI cortical astrocytes are capable of integrating visual and cholinergic inputs.
3.2.3. ACh stimulation in V1 slices evokes calcium responses in astrocytes via muscarinic
receptors
To examine the mechanisms underlying NB-evoked responses in astrocytes, we performed
calcium imaging of astrocytes in slices of VI. Responses of OGB1-AM loaded layer 2/3
astrocytes were imaged (Fig. 2G) before and after ACh application. Imaged astrocytes had small
round somas with thin radiating processes revealed by OGB1-AM loading (Fig. 2H, top left).
The identity of the imaged astrocytes was further confirmed by co-localization of their dye-filled
processes (Fig. 2H, top right) with anti-GFAP immunohistochemistry (Fig. 2H, bottom left) and
with the astrocyte-selective marker SRI 01(29) in selected experiments (Fig. 2H. bottom right).
To mimic brief NB stimulation, we applied a brief pulse (0.2 - Is) of ACh, which evoked robust
calcium transients in astrocytes (Fig. 21, top). These responses were TTX-insensitive (Fig. 21),
and were abolished by the mAChR antagonist scopolamine and atropine (Fig. 21, bottom, and
Fig. 2J: n = 8 astrocytes in 3 animals; P = 0.0001, paired t-test). Immunohistochemistry
confirmed that mAChRs were expressed on GFAP-expressing astrocytes (Fig. S3A-B). To
mimic prolonged NB stimulation, we bath-applied ACh, which caused an increase in the
frequency and duration of calcium transients lasting for several minutes (Fig. S3C-F). These
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findings, together with in vivo results (Fig. 2A-F), indicate that VI astrocytes are direct targets of
NB stimulation-evoked cholinergic modulation via mAChRs (10, 11), and have calcium
responses of different time scales dependent on the mode of ACh application, independently of
neuronal action potentials.
3.2.4. Cholinergic activation of astrocytes contributes to prolonged depolarizing responses
in excitatory neurons via calcium-mediated processes
The NB and ACh induced astrocyte responses suggested that the sustained slow potentiation of
excitatory neuronal responses following paired NB and visual stimulation (Fig. 1 D-F) could be a
contribution by astrocytes to neuronal plasticity, based on previous evidence that hippocampal
astrocytes play a role in synaptic plasticity (13-15) and facilitate neuronal responses via
gliotransmitter release (30, 31) or regulation of glutamate uptake (32).
We first tested the hypothesis that cholinergic activation of astrocytes can contribute to
cholinergic facilitation of neuronal responses by performing whole-cell patch recordings in VI
slices (Fig. 3A). Excitatory neurons were identified by their electrophysiological regular-spiking
and morphological characteristics and responded to a brief pulse of ACh with a slow, prolonged
depolarization (Fig. 3E, F, G, top, n = 50/50 neurons) which is TTX-insensitive (Fig. S4, n = 10,
P>0.9, paired t-test). We examined the mechanisms behind the ACh-induced slow depolarization
further by blocking calcium responses in astrocytes (Fig. 3A). Astrocytic calcium was chelated
through patch-loading electrophysiologically-characterized astrocytes (Fig. 3B) with the cell
impermeable calcium chelator BAPTA and allowing BAPTA to travel within the local
syncytium of astrocytes via gap junctions (33, 34). The spread of BAPTA was assessed by Alexa
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Fluor 594 (A594) dye included in the patch pipette and determined to be approximately 150 gm
from the patched astrocyte within 30 - 45 min of dialysis (Fig. 3Q. BAPTA effectively blocked
ACh-induced calcium transients in the dialyzed astrocytes (Fig. 3D). Excitatory neurons within
100 pm of the patched astrocytes (Fig. 3C) were recorded after BAPTA dialysis. The amplitude
of the ACh-induced slow depolarization in neurons within the dialyzed astrocytic network was
reduced as compared to that in control conditions (Fig. 3E), either without astrocyte patch (n = 9
neurons, P < 0.001, t-test) or in the presence of astrocytes dialyzed with A594 without BAPTA
(n = 9 neurons, P < 0.0001, t-test) (Fig. 3H). The slow neuronal depolarizations were mediated
by mAChRs as they were abolished by atropine (Fig. 3F and 31- atropine: n = 18 neurons in 13
animals, P < 0.001, paired t-test), consistent with our previous demonstration that ACh-induced
astrocyte calcium transients were mAChR-mediated (Fig. 2B-C and 21-J). These data therefore
demonstrate that cholinergic activation of astrocytes can contribute to cholinergic facilitation of
mAChR-mediated neuronal responses via increase of intracellular calcium.
3.2.5. Cholinergic activation of astrocytes evokes slow NMDAR-mediated currents in
neurons
Earlier work has demonstrated that gliotransmitters released by astrocytes can act on the
NR1/NR2B subunits of NMDARs in the extrasynaptic membranes of neurons (35, 36). These
subunits have slow kinetics (37-39) and have been proposed to give rise to slow currents
observed in neurons when adjacent astrocytes are activated (12, 36, 40) . To investigate if
NMDA-mediated currents underlie the astrocyte-evoked cholinergic responses in neurons, we
performed whole-cell voltage clamp recordings where slow currents were defined and
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discriminated from miniature EPSCs (mEPSCs) by their differential time-courses (Fig. 4A-C,
Fig. S5A-B, see SI Materials and Methods: Analysis of slow currents). Indeed, ACh induced an
increase in the frequency of TTX-insensitive slow currents (Fig. 4D-F, top; Fig. 4G, Table Si,
Fig. S5C: n = 18 neurons in 9 animals, P < 0.0001, paired t-test). These ACh-induced slow
currents were atropine-sensitive (Fig. 4E; Fig. 4G, Table Sl: n = 10 neurons in 5 animals, P <
0.02, paired t-test comparing ACh-induced slow current frequency before and after atropine
application). To investigate if these currents have an astrocytic origin, double-patch experiments
were performed where a pyramidal neuron was patched and a neighboring astrocyte contacted
with a BAPTA-containing patch pipette in cell-attached configuration, keeping the membrane
intact to prevent BAPTA diffusion into the astrocyte. ACh-induced slow currents in the
pyramidal neurons were first recorded before the seal between the astrocyte and BAPTA
containing patch pipette was broken to allow BAPTA dialysis of the astrocyte syncytium. After
30 - 45 min of BAPTA dialysis, a reduction of ACh-induced slow currents was observed (Fig.
4D, bottom; Fig. 4G, Table Sl: n = 5 neurons in 4 animals, P < 0.006, paired t-test comparing
ACh-induced slow current frequency before and after BAPTA dialysis of astrocytes). In a similar
set of experiments where excitatory neurons were patched after astrocytic BAPTA dialysis, we
also observed a reduction in the frequency of ACh-induced slow currents (Fig. S5C: P <<<0.001,
t-test comparing ACh-induced slow current frequency without [n=18 neurons] and with [n= II
neurons] BAPTA dialysis of astrocytes). The reduction of slow currents was further confirmed
not to be due to the extracellular action of BAPTA (Fig. S5D). Both the ACh-induced slow
currents and slow depolarizations in neurons were mediated by NMDARs as they were reduced
in the presence of D-APV (Slow currents: Fig. 4F; Fig. 4G, Table Sl: n = 10 in 7 animals, P =
0.0001, paired t-test comparing ACh-induced slow current frequency before and after D-APV
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application; Slow depolarization: Fig. 3G; Fig. 3: n = 8 neurons in 8 animals, P < 0.003, paired
t-test). While we cannot determine the causal relationship between the ACh-induced slow
currents and slow depolarization, their similar insensitivity to TTX (Fig. S4, Fig. 4D-F) and
similar sensitivity to BAPTA dialysis, D-APV and atropine (Fig. 3E-I, Fig. 4D-G) as well as
comparable durations (mean duration of slow depolarization = 76.6 ± 10.25s, n = 24; duration of
increase in slow current frequency = 60 - 120s, n = 13, Fig. 4D-F, top) and long peak and valley
latency (Fig. 3E, 4A-B, 4D) suggest a correlation between the two phenomena. Considering the
low slow current frequency, it is possible that the depolarization of the cellular membrane
induced by these slow currents favors the development of ACh-induced prolonged depolarization.
Collectively, these findings indicate that cholinergic excitation of astrocytes via mAChRs leads
to calcium-mediated processes that in turn evoke NMDAR mediated facilitatory responses
including the neuronal slow currents and slow depolarization.
3.2.6. Astrocytic IP3R2-mediated calcium mediates NB stimulation-evoked potentiation of
visual responses in excitatory neurons
We next investigated if cholinergic activation of astrocytes can contribute to the NB mediated
potentiation of visual responses in excitatory neurons observed in vivo (Figure lE, F). For this
purpose, we used conditional IP 3R2 knockout mice (IP 3R2-cKO) (Fig. S6, SI Materials and
Methods: Mice) where the astrocytic inositol 1,4,5 trisphosphate receptor type 2 (IP 3R2),
previously shown to be the only IP 3R (41) that mediates agonist-induced calcium responses in
astrocytes (33, 42), is specifically knocked out in GFAP-expressing astrocytes (Fig. 5A:
Fractions (%) of GFAP-expressing cortical astrocytes that co-localize with IP 3R2 in WT and
IP 3R2-cKO are 77/80 astrocytes (96.3%) and 7/90 astrocytes (7.8%) respectively). [Since the
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evidence for IP 3R2 expression in neurons remains inconclusive (41, 42), the conditional IP 3R2
knockout mice were used instead of the full IP 3R2 knockout mice]. We first performed calcium
imaging (Fig. 2G) in Vi slices of adult IP 3R2-cKO and WT (control) animals. While ACh
induced calcium responses in astrocytes of WT mice, no astrocytic calcium responses were
observed in the IP 3R2-cKO mice (Fig. 5B). We next performed whole-cell patch recordings in
VI slices of adult IP 3R2-cKO and WT animals. The amplitude of the ACh-induced slow
depolarization in IP 3R2-cKO regular spiking neurons was indeed drastically reduced as
compared to that in WT (Fig. 5C: n = 5 WT and n = 5 IP 3R2-cKO neurons in 2 animals each, P
< 0.001, t-test). When the NB was stimulated with multiple trains of pulses where each train was
paired with visual stimulation in the IP 3R2-cKO animals in vivo, using the same
protocol/analysis as in WT animals (Fig. 1D), no sustained potentiation was observed (Fig. 5D:
n=5 neurons in 4 animals, P > 0.1, paired t-test comparing pre-NB responses to post-NB
responses pooled across all 400s time segments for ON, ON-OFF and OFF responses). The
neurons in the IP 3R2-cKO animals had similar electrophysiological properties as the WTs (Fig.
S7) and therefore the lack of sustained potentiation in the IP 3R2-cKO animals cannot be
attributed to unintended secondary effects due to abnormal electrophysiology in the transgenic
mice. These data therefore confirm that astrocytic IP 3R2-mediated calcium plays a significant
role in the potentiation of visual responses in excitatory neurons following prolonged pairing of
NB and visual stimulation.
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3.2.7. NB-induced cholinergic activation of astrocytes contributes to potentiation of
stimulus- specific responses
The NB stimulation-evoked, astrocyte-mediated potentiation of visual responses could be a
general increase in neuronal responsiveness such that responses to any visual stimulus are
indiscriminately enhanced, or it could reflect a specific facilitation of particular visual stimuli.
To discriminate between these possibilities, we paired NB stimulation with visual gratings of a
specific orientation while performing single unit recordings from neuronal populations (Fig. 6A)
in both WT and IP 3R2-cKO mice. Responses to 9 orientations each 20 degrees apart, including
an arbitrarily chosen orientation for the paired NB and visual orientation stimulation
(conditioned orientation), were measured before and after the pairing protocol. Blank gray
screens were interleaved between each orientation presentation. We observed an increase in the
firing rates (Fig. 6B) as well as in normalized post minus pre responses at the conditioned
orientation in WT animals (ON-OFF responses shown in Fig. 6C, left, Fig. 6D, top: n=41
neurons, P < 0.001, Wilcoxon rank-sum test comparing responses before and after pairing
protocol; ON responses shown in Fig. S8A, C, top: P< 0.001, Wilcoxon rank-sum test comparing
responses before and after pairing protocol). Interestingly, this increase was specific to the
conditioned orientation as the facilitation at the conditioned orientation was significantly greater
than at unconditioned orientations, with the latter showing no change in response (Fig. 6B, Fig.
6C, left, Fig. 6D; Fig. S8A, C). Recovery of this facilitation was observed earlier (Fig. S8D)
than when NB stimulation was paired with random orientations (Fig. 1F), possibly due to
reversal of synaptic modifications (43) induced by exposure to orientations other than the
conditioned orientation after the pairing protocol (during assays of the post-conditioning effects).
In sum, these findings demonstrate that pairing NB stimulation with a specific visual orientation
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induces a highly specific potentiation of the conditioned orientation over unconditioned
orientations in WT animals.
In the IP 3R2-cKO animals, no potentiation at the conditioned orientation was observed after the
pairing protocol. Instead, a slight response depression was surprisingly revealed (Fig. 6B, Fig.
6C, left, Fig. 6D, top, Fig. S8A, S8C, top). The population mean conditioned minus
unconditioned response in the IP 3R2-cKO mice showed a reversal in sign of conditioned
responses, in marked contrast to the findings in the WT experiments (Fig. 6C, right, Fig. S8B:
P<0.0001 comparing mean differential ON -OFF and ON response in WT and IP 3R2-cKO
paired experiments, n=41 WT neurons, 45 IP 3R2-cKO neurons).
In additional control experiments where the same visual stimuli were presented without NB
stimulation (visual only experiments), a similar reversal in sign of conditioned responses was
observed (Fig. 6C, 6D, Fig. S8A-C: P<0.0001 comparing mean differential responses, both ON-
OFF and ON, between WT paired and visual only experiments). Visual only responses in WT
and IP 3R2-cKO animals were similar (Fig. S8E). Conditioned responses were depressed to
similar extents in the visual only experiments, as well as in the IP 3R2 KO paired experiments
(Fig. 6C, right, Fig. S8B, Fig. S8E, P > 0.05 for each comparison). Collectively, these findings
show that the potentiation observed at the conditioned orientation requires both NB activation
and intact astrocytic IP 3R2-mediated calcium elevation. The absence of either of these two
factors changes the sign of conditioned responses, indicating that by itself the prolonged
orientation-specific visual stimulation in the training protocol induces cortical response
suppression, likely via adaptation mechanisms that have been previously shown to be reliably
evoked by similar prolonged orientation-specific stimulation (25). [This phenomenon is absent in
the IP 3R2-cKO responses measured in Fig. 5D likely because the random orientation gratings
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used for pairing constitute a rapid presentation of drifting gratings of multiple orientations and
thus do not induce orientation-specific adaptation]. The presence of NB stimulation paired with
single orientation stimulation, however, decisively counters this adaptation-induced suppression
in WT animals but not in IP3R2-KO animals. In sum, these data show that astrocyte calcium can
mediate an NB-evoked stimulus-specific potentiation of VI neuron responses that over-rides
adaptation-induced response suppression in these neurons.
3.3. Discussion
We have demonstrated for the first time that repeated NB stimulation paired with visual
stimulation in vivo leads to prolonged potentiation of visual responses in VI excitatory neurons.
Previous work in rat auditory cortex has shown that NB stimulation paired with an auditory
stimulus leads to significant cortical plasticity exemplified by changes in receptive fields (2, 6)
and reorganization of cortical maps (3-5). Our work extends these findings by revealing the
critical role of astrocytes in mediating this NB-induced cortical plasticity through their direct
activation by cholinergic modulation via muscarinic receptors. It is possible that these activated
astrocytes are involved in the initial induction of the cortical plasticity which triggers structural
changes that can contribute to the subsequent prolonged facilitatory responses in neurons.
Although we cannot rule out a direct facilitatory effect of NB stimulation on pyramidal neurons,
the predominant contribution to the potentiation in neurons seems to be from an astrocytic
calcium-driven mechanism, since removal of IP 3R2-mediated astrocytic calcium blocks NB-
induced potentiation in vivo while chelation of intracellular astrocytic calcium abolishes ACh-
induced neuronal depolarization and slow currents ex vivo.
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Recent reports using combined somatosensory and cholinergic stimulation have shown that
cholinergic-activated astrocytes can induce synaptic plasticity (17, 18). Yet, it remained
unknown if this plasticity reflects a general increase of cortical responsiveness or a more specific
potentiation at the stimulus and circuit level. Using visual cortex as a model system together with
cell-attached and single unit recordings, we were able to apply a more refined stimulus protocol
and address the question at a single-cell level. We find that the astrocyte-mediated potentiation
is indeed stimulus specific as pairing a grating of a particular orientation with NB stimulation
induces a highly specific increase in responses to the paired orientation but not to unpaired
orientations. There are several possible mechanisms that can mediate this stimulus-specific
potentiation. Since individual synapses on superficial layer VI neurons convey specific
orientation information (44), astrocytes can contribute to the potentiation through non-specific
release of glutamate to the extracellular matrix. However, matched response features of VI
neurons and their adjacent astrocytes in earlier studies (26) have also suggested stimulus-specific
activation of astrocytes. It has also recently been revealed that astrocytic processes can exhibit
intense activity (33), which may support the hypothesis of intimate organization of astrocytic
processes that can locally modulate neuronal synapses to convey and generate orientation
specific responses.
The generation and plasticity of orientation-selective responses in Vi requires both feedforward
inputs from the thalamus and recurrent inputs within the cortex (45, 46) and can be powerfully
altered by top-down influences (47). NB inputs have also been implicated in top-down processes
including attention (23). Our findings indicate that astrocyte-mediated mechanisms, potentially
through astrocytic calcium dependent release of gliotransmitters that act on neuronal NMDARs,
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can induce a plasticity cascade in synapses and alter orientation specific responses. Candidate
ligands include glutamate (36) or D-serine ((15) but see (48)). Alternatively, the potentiation can
be mediated by astrocytic calcium-dependent regulation of extracellular glutamate (26) or
extracellular potassium (49) which may indirectly lead to NMDAR-mediated responses. Further
investigation however is required to understand them in the context of NB-mediated potentiation.
Regardless of the mechanism, however, our findings reveal an important role of astrocytes in
NB-induced cortical plasticity and highlight their role as partners with neurons in restructuring
specific circuits that govern stimulus-specific cortical responses.
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Fig. 1. Paired NB and visual stimulation potentiates visual responses in excitatory neurons in vivo. (A) Schematic
illustration of cell attached recordings from V1 neurons during paired NB and visual stimulation (50). (B) (Left)
Localization of the stimulation electrode tract in NB (red arrow), revealed by acetylcholinesterase histochemistry.
Pu: Putamen. (Right) Magnified view of red box on left. Scale bars, 500 gm. (C) (Top left) Desynchronization of
the interhemispheric EEG signal after NB stimulation at t = 0 s (pink bar). (Bottom left) Amplitude-frequency graph
Is before (blue) and after (red) NB stimulation, averaged over 10 trials. (Right) NB stimulation induces a decrease
in the amplitude of low frequency events (P<0.05, n = 9 data sets, paired t-test) and an increase in high frequency
events (P<0.0001, n = 91 data sets, paired t-test) respectively. EEG desynchronization and/or acetylcholinesterase
histochemistry was used to verify NB electrode placement in every experiment. (D) (Top) Pyramidal neuron
electroporated with green Alexa 488 dye by a glass pipette that forms a loose seal with it. (Bottom) Schematic
illustration of the paired NB and visual stimulation protocol. A visual stimulus (random orientation gratings, pink)
was alternately presented with blank gray screen (gray). NB trains (blue) were synchronized with the onset of each
visual stimulus, for 10 trials. (E) Example neurons showing potentiation of ON and ON - OFF responses with
paired NB and visual protocol (blue shades with arrow). (F) Mean post-pre response changes (firing rate, Hz)
showing potentiation of ON and ON-OFF visual responses in a population of neurons (n = 6 neurons, 6 animals, P
<<< 0.0001, paired t-test comparing pre-NB to post-NB responses pooled across all the 400s time segments for both
ON and ON-OFF responses). Blue shaded bars with arrow indicate NB stimulation period. Color shades around
means indicate SEM. The insets show stable baseline responses before NB stimulation. The x-axis labels indicate
the start of the time segment analyzed.
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Fig. 2. In vivo NB stimulation and ex vivo ACh application directly induces robust calcium responses in visual
cortical astrocytes via muscarinic receptors. (A) (Left) Schematic illustration of the experimental setup for two-
photon calcium imaging during NB stimulation. (Right) Labeling of cortical astrocytes with OGB 1-AM (green) and
SR-101 (red) with micropipette for pressure injection of atropine plus Alexa594 to visualize drug spread. An
astrocyte used in the analysis is circled red. Scale bar, 50 gm. (B) Responses of astrocytes to brief NB stimulation
(arrow) before and after the application of atropine. Black lines show example trial-averaged single cell responses
computed from 3 NB stimulation repeats; red and blue lines are means of the single cell responses. (C) Population
averages of NB stimulation-induced calcium responses in astrocytes before and after atropine application. Shown
are responses of cells with trial-averaged post-NB responses greater than pre-NB responses (astrocytes: 17/26, n=3
animals). *** denote P<0.001. (D) Schematic illustration of the paired NB and visual stimulation protocol used.
Random orientation grating stimulus (pink) was alternately presented with blank gray screen (gray) across multiple
cycles. A single brief train of NB pulses was synchronized with the onset of one visual stimulus cycle. (E) NB
stimulation (arrow) facilitates visual responses in astrocytes. Pink/gray bars indicate time segments when visual
stimulus and blank gray screen was presented respectively. Black and red lines are computed similarly as Fig. 2B.
(F) Population average of NB-stimulation induced calcium responses in astrocytes before and after visual
stimulation. Shown are n = 47/63 cells (5 animals) with significant visual responses (p < 0.05, paired t-test
comparing pre-NB responses before and after visual stimulation). * P<0.05; ** P<0.01, paired t-test. (G) Schematic
illustration of experimental setup for calcium imaging of OGB 1-AM loaded layer 2/3 astrocytes in VI slices. ACh
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was pressure-ejected locally and electroporated astrocytes were identified by immunohistochemistry (see SI
Materials and Methods: Immunohistochemistry). (H) (Top Left) Fluorescence image of OGB1-AM loaded
astrocytes and neurons, showing electroporation pipette. Scale bar, 50 pm. (Top Right) Tetramethylrhodamine-555
(T-555) dye filled astrocyte. Scale bar, 25 Jim. (Bottom Left) The astrocyte in (Top Right) is demarcated in yellow
by extent of T-555 which co-localizes with anti-GFAP but not with NeuN immunohistochemistry. Scale bar, 25
gm. (Bottom Right) Merged SRI 01 (red) and OGB 1-AM (green) fluorescence images obtained during simultaneous
calcium imaging of OGB1-AM loaded astrocytes (circled red) and neurons (circled green), where the former is co-
labeled with SR1O1. Scale bar, 50 pm. (I) ACh (red dot; 50 mM, 0.2-1 s, 20 psi) induces TTX-insensitive calcium
transients in astrocytes which are abolished by mAChR antagonist scopolamine (20 pM). (J) Population average of
ACh-induced calcium responses in astrocytes before/after mAChR antagonists. Responses to scopolamine and
atropine are similar and pooled (scopolamine, n= 6 astrocytes; atropine, n = 2 astrocytes; P = 0.0001, paired t-test, 4
slices, 3 animals). Error bars indicate SEM.
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Fig. 3. Cholinergic activation of astrocytes contributes to prolonged depolarizing responses in excitatory neurons ex
vivo. (A) Schematic illustration of slice experimental setup. Calcium responses of layer 2/3 VI astrocytes were
imaged after ACh application (10 mM, 200 ms, 20 psi, unless indicated otherwise), before/after being loaded with
Alexa Fluor 594 (A594) and/or calcium chelator BAPTA by whole-cell patch-clamp. Neurons were patched
immediately after A594 and/or BAPTA dialysis within astrocyte syncytium. (B) (Top, bottom) Electrophysiological
characteristics of an astrocyte, with the I-V curve showing negative resting membrane voltage (Vm) and absence of
active membrane currents. (C) (Left) Relative positions of astrocyte patch pipette (1), ACh pipette (2) and neuronal
patch pipette (3) as indicated. Scale bar, 100 jim. The range of spacing between ACh and patch pipettes in all
experiments was 20 - 100 pm. (Right) Spread of A594 (and BAPTA) in the syncytium (bottom, scale bar 100 gm)
within 30-45 min of patching an astrocyte identified by its small round soma with thin radiating processes (top, scale
bar 25 pm). (D) Population averaged calcium responses in astrocytes to ACh application (red dot, Is, 20 psi) (n = 35
astrocytes, 4 animals) before and after BAPTA loading (50 mM). P <<< 0.0001, paired t-test comparing population
averaged responses during 10s post-ACh application before and after BAPTA loading. SEM is represented by
shading about the mean. (E) Compared to control responses from patch-clamped excitatory neurons recorded
without astrocyte patch (cell 1) and with A594 loading of the astrocyte syncytium (cell 2), the amplitude of ACh-
induced slow depolarization is reduced in excitatory neurons after BAPTA/A594 dialysis of adjacent astrocytes
(cells 3, 4). (F, G) Bath-application of atropine (10 - 100 pM) and D-APV (50 pM) drastically reduce the slow
depolarization amplitude. (H) Population average of ACh-induced increase in mean Vm of: (1) neurons patched
without loading astrocytes (n = 9, randomly sampled without replacement from a large pool of 50 neurons), (2)
neurons patched after loading astrocytes with A594 (n = 9 neurons, 4 astrocytes, 4 animals), and (3) neurons patched
after loading astrocytes with BAPTA and A594 (n = 9 neurons, 8 astrocytes, 6 animals). P > 0.8, P < 0.001 and P
<0.0001, t-test comparing (1) and (2), (1) and (3), (2) and (3) respectively. (I) Population average of ACh-induced
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increase in mean Vm of neurons before/after bath application and washout of atropine (n = 18, n = 8/18 with
washout, 13 animals) and D-APV (n = 8, n = 4/8 with washout, 8 animals). The ACh-induced increase in mean Vm
was calculated as the difference between mean Vm during 15s pre and post ACh application. * denotes P<0.05, **
denotes P<0.01, *** denotes P<0.001, paired t-test comparing before/after drug and t-test comparing after
drug/washout. Error bars indicate SEM.
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Fig. 4. Cholinergic activation of astrocytes contributes to an increase in TTX-insensitive slow currents in excitatory
neurons via calcium-mediated processes that act on neuronal NMDARs. (A) Whole-cell neuronal recording where
slow currents (labeled with asterisks) were discriminated from miniature EPSCs (mEPSCs) based on their
timecourse. Bottom: expanded trace showing the amplitude and time-course of (1) a mEPSC and (2) a slow current
event. T (on and off) refers to the time constants of activation and deactivation (delineated by the red traces). (B)
Comparison of the mean rise and decay times between mEPSCs and slow currents (rise and decay times: P <<<
0.0001, t-test). (C) Comparison of the mean amplitudes between mEPSC and slow current (P <<< 0.0001, t-test).
(B) and (C) were computed from 75 events in 15 neurons. Error bars indicate SEM. (D - F) ACh induces an increase
in the frequency of TTX-insensitive slow currents (labeled with asterisks) in a neuron (Top) which is reduced after
(D, Bottom) BAPTA dialysis of astrocytes, (E, Bottom) after bath application of atropine (50uM) and (F, Bottom)
after bath application of D-APV (50 uM). In (D), unlike in Fig. 3, neurons were patched first and their cholinergic
responses assessed before and after BAPTA dialysis of astrocytes. (G) Population average of TTX-insensitive slow
currents before and after ACh application in the following conditions: before/after BAPTA dialysis, before/after
atropine and before/after D-APV. * denotes P<0.05, ** denotes P<0.01, *** denotes P<0.001, paired t-test. Error
bars indicate SEM.
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Fig. 5. Deletion of astrocyte 1P3R2 receptors abolishes ACh-induced depolarizing responses in excitatory neurons ex
vivo and NB-induced potentiation of visual responses in vivo. (A) Immunohistochemical staining of layer 2/3
cortical astrocytes in (top) WT animals and (bottom) IP 3R2-cKO animals (2 animals each), with (left) anti-IP 3R2,
and (middle) anti-GFAP, and showing (right) co-localization of 1P3R2 on astrocytes in WT but not in IP 3R2-cKO
animals due to highly reduced IP3R2 staining in the latter. Image on the right (scale bar, 10 sim) shows a magnified
image of the astrocyte marked by arrow in the images on the left (scale bar, 20 pim). (B) (Left) Local ACh
application (red dot) evokes calcium responses in astrocytes in WT but not in IP 3R2-cKO adult slices. (Right)
Magnitude of astrocyte calcium responses in WT (n = 14 astrocytes, 2 animals) and IP 3R2-cKO (n = 24 astrocytes, 2
animals). *** denotes P<0.0001, t-test. (C) (Left) Local ACh application (red dot) evokes prolonged depolarizing
responses in neurons in WT but not in IP 3R2-cKO adult slices. (Right) Population average of ACh-induced increase
in mean Vm of neurons in WT (n = 5 neurons, 2 animals) and IP 3R2-cKO (n = 5 neurons, 2 animals). * ** denotes P
< 0.001, t-test. (D) Mean post-pre response changes (firing rate, Hz) in IP 3R2-cKO animals (red and green traces)
following multiple pairings of NB stimulation trains with visual stimuli (identical to Fig. iD), showing absence of
facilitation of visual responses (n = 5 neurons, 4 adult animals, P > 0.1, paired t-test comparing pre-NB responses to
post-NB responses pooled across all 400s time segments for both ON and ON-OFF responses). The black dotted
traces with grey shades are WT responses from Fig. iF. Blue shaded bars with arrow indicate NB stimulation
period. Color shades around means indicate SEM. The insets show stable baseline responses before NB stimulation.
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Fig. 6. Cholinergic activation of astrocytes contributes to stimulus-specific potentiation. (A) Schematic illustration
of (Top) single unit recordings from VI neurons and (Bottom) the protocol used during paired NB and visual
stimulation. A visual grating of arbitrary orientation (orange) was alternately presented with a blank gray screen
(gray); NB stimulation was synchronized with the onset of the visual stimulus for 150 trials. (B) Raster plots
showing example neuronal responses from a WT and an IP 3R2-cKO animal to a conditioned orientation (left) and an
unconditioned orientation (right) before and after the pairing protocol. Presentation of the conditioned orientation
was indicated by dotted red lines (0 - 4s). Trial-averaged number of spikes for the example neurons at left is shown
in bar graphs at right. (C) (Left) Population mean of normalized post-pre, ON-OFF responses at conditioned and
unconditioned orientations in WT and IP 3R2-cKO animals, under different protocols. Control (visual only)
responses in WT and IP 3R2-cKO animals were similar (Fig. S8E) and are pooled for clarity. See also SI Materials
and Methods: Single unit recording; and statistical comparisons in Table S2. (Right) Mean differential responses
(conditioned - unconditioned orientations). *** denotes P<0.0001, Wilcoxon rank-sum test. Error bars indicate
SEM. WT (n=5 animals): paired n = 41 neurons, visual only n = 24 neurons; 1P3R2-cKO (n=4 animals): paired n =
45 neurons, visual only n = 21 neurons. (D) Time course of mean normalized post-pre, ON-OFF responses at
conditioned (top) and unconditioned (bottom) orientations. Blue shaded bars with arrow indicate NB stimulation
period. The pre-NB baseline responses were averaged over 4 trials and are shown in the insets. Post-pairing
responses at the conditioned orientation were significantly enhanced in WT animals (green). Responses were
suppressed in the visual only condition (blue, P<0.01) and in IP 3R2-cKO animals after pairing (red, P < 0.01). **
denotes P<0.0 1, * * * denotes P<0.001, Wilcoxon rank-sum test comparing responses before and after NB pairing.
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3.6. Methods
C57BL/6 mice and IP 3R2-cKO mice were used for ex vivo and in vivo experiments at above 2
weeks old and above 6 weeks old respectively. All experiments were performed under protocols
approved by the Animal Care and Use Committee, MIT, and conformed to NIH guidelines. For
in vivo two-photon calcium imaging, cell-attached and single unit experiments, mice were
anesthetized with urethane or a fentanyl/midazolam/medetomidine mixture before craniotomy,
NB electrode and EEG probe implantation. The NB was stimulated with either a single train or
multiple trains of pulses, paired with either presentation of random or single orientation visual
gratings. EEG recordings during the experiment, and acetylcholinesterase histochemistry post-
experiment, were performed to verify the stereotaxic accuracy of NB stimulation. Slice
experiments ex vivo were performed for calcium imaging and whole-cell recording. Anti-GFAP,
NeuN, anti-mAChR and DAPI immunohistochemistry were performed to verify the identity of
astrocytes and localization of mAChRs on them. Student's t-test and Wilcoxon rank-sum test
were used for statistical analyses as appropriate. For full details, see SI Materials and Methods.
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3.7. Supporting Information
3.7.1. Supplementary Methods
Mice
All experiments were performed under protocols approved by the Animal Care and Use
Committee at MIT and conformed to NIH guidelines. For in-vivo experiments, two-photon
calcium imaging, cell-attached recordings and single unit recordings were performed on adult (>
6 weeks old) C57BL/6 and IP 3R2-cKO mice maintained on a C57BL/6 background. For slice
experiments, C57BL/6 mice and IP 3R2-cKO mice aged 2 - 3 weeks (for Fig. 3 and 4) and > 6
weeks (for Fig. 5A-C) were used. Adult mice were used in the latter experiments to match the
ages of IP 3R2-cKO mice used for in vivo experiments. IP 3R2-cKO mice were generated (Ken
McCarthy Lab, UNC, Chapel Hill) by (see Fig. S6) (i) backcrossing IP 3R2 flox/flox mice (Black
swiss background, Dr. Ju Chen, UCSF) (51) to C57BL/6J mice (Jackson Laboratory) for four
generations to generate mice heterozygous for the floxed IP 3R2 allele (IP 3R2 flox/+). The IP 3R2
flox/+ mice were screened by PCR for the retinal degeneration gene known to occur in the IP 3R2
flox/flox background strain (52) and validated to be absent in these mice. (ii) These mice were
crossed to GFAP-Cre recombinase mice on a C57BL/6J background to generate IP 3R2 flox/+
mice with or without Cre-recombinase. (iii) These mice were then interbred to generate mice (iv)
homozygous for the floxed IP 3R2 allele (IP 3R2 fox/flox) and heterozygous for Cre-recombinase
(IP 3R2-cKO). Mice were genotyped by Transnetyx (Cordova, TN) with real time PCR using
genomic DNA and primers specific to Cre-recombinase (CRE), 5' LoxP site of the IP3R2 floxed
allele (Itpr2-2 FL) and wild type sequence within the Itpr2 gene that is disrupted by the insertion
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of loxP (Itpr2-2 WT). The IP 3R2-cKO mice used in our experiments are positive for CRE and
Itpr2-2 FL but negative for Itpr2-2 WT. IP 3R2-cKO mice on the C57BL/6J background were
confirmed to have intact visual behavior on a range of visual tests.
In vivo surgery
For the in vivo experiments, mice were anesthetized with urethane (1.5 mg/g). In a subset of in
vivo calcium imaging experiments, a cocktail containing fentanyl (0.05 mg/kg), midazolam (5
mg/kg) and medetomidine (0.5 mg/kg), maintained with 0.2 - 0.5% isoflurane or
fentanyl/medetomidine supplements was used. Similar conclusions were derived from data
collected from experiments using either of the anesthetics. Ophthalmic ointment was used to
protect the animal's eyes during the surgery and replaced with silicon oil during imaging. Body
temperature was maintained at 37.5'C with a heating pad. The mice were placed in a stereotaxic
apparatus (Kopf Instruments) and bipolar stimulating electrodes were stereotaxically implanted
(1.5 mm lateral and 0.5 mm posterior from bregma, 4.5 mm deep from the surface) in the left
nucleus basalis (NB). Two silver wire leads were implanted on the brain's surface, over the left
frontal cortex and right visual cortex respectively, for EEG recordings (performed with AM
systems Model 3000 amplifier and Tektronix TDS 1002 oscilloscope). Desynchronization of the
interhemispheric EEG waveform following NB stimulation was used to verify the accuracy of
NB electrode implantation in every experiment. A metal headplate was attached to the skull with
cyanoacrylate glue and dental acrylic. A 2 x 2 mm craniotomy was made over the primary visual
cortex (Vi) which was later covered with a thin layer of 2% agarose in ACSF (140 mM NaCl,
5mM KCI, 2 mM CaCl2, ImM MgCl 2 , 0.01 mM EDTA, 10 mM HEPES, 10 mM glucose, pH
7.4).
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In vivo two-photon calcium imaging
A glass pipette filled with 1.0 mM Oregon Green 488 Bapta-l-AM (OGB1-AM) and 100 pLM
sulforhodaminel0l (SR101, Molecular Probes, Eugene, OR) was visually guided into layer 2/3
using a micromanipulator (Sutter, MP-285) and a small volume was pressure-injected using a
Picospritzer. Atropine (500 pM, Sigma) was pressure injected with a pipette containing Alexa
Fluor 594 (A594, Molecular Probes, Eugene, OR) for visualization of pipette and drug delivery.
In vivo imaging of OGB1-AM and SR1O1 was performed with a two-photon laser scanning
microscope (Sutter Instruments, Novato, CA) at excitation wavelength 810 nm. Fluorescence
was detected using photomultiplier tubes (R6357; Hamamatsu, Japan). A 25x, 0.95 NA lens
(Olympus Optical) was used. Image acquisition was carried out in image planes separated by at
least 20 pm using ScanImage software. Imaged cells were located at a depth of 120-200 prm
below the pial surface.
In vivo calcium imaging data analysis
Custom-written software in Matlab@ (Mathworks, Natick, MA) was used for computation of the
time-lapse AF/F for each distinct regions of interest (ROIs). Astrocytes were discriminated from
neurons by SR101 labeling and their ROIs are manually selected on the OGB 1-AM fluorescence
image. The raw fluorescence intensity was smoothed with a Gaussian kernel and the change in
fluorescence normalized by the baseline fluorescence (AF/F) was computed for each ROL. The
baseline fluorescence was defined as the average fluorescence across pre-stimulus frames while
the change in fluorescence was computed as the baseline fluorescence subtracted from the
maximum fluorescence intensity during the stimulus (visual or NB electrical stimulation). Pre-
and post-NB responses were computed as described in Fig. S2.
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In vivo cell-attached recording
Glass pipettes (1.5 mm tip size, 3-7 Mf) filled with A594 and held at positive pressure were
visually-guided into VI with a two-photon microscope and directed to 100 - 200 pm below the
pial surface (layer 2/3) using a micromanipulator (28). The resistance of the pipette was
monitored during the penetration by delivering - 0.5 nA current pulses for 6.3 ms at 0.55 Hz
with Clampex software (Axon Instruments, v8.1) and Axoclamp-2A amplifier (Axon
Instruments). When a seal with a cell during the advancement of pipette was obtained (assessed
by increase in pipette tip resistance) and well-isolated spikes were detected on Clampex during
visual stimuli presentation, sustained negative pressure was applied (0.2-0.6 psi) to secure the
seal (53). Recordings were performed at a sampling rate of 30 KHz and filtered between 300 Hz
and 10 KHz. The pClamp data was analyzed with Clampfit software v 10.2 (MDS Analytical
Technologies) for spike detection and the analyzed data was then imported in Matlab and further
analyzed with custom-written scripts to calculate firing rates in epochs with and without visual
stimulus presentation.
Single unit recording
Single-unit extracellular recordings were made using tungsten microelectrodes (1.5-2 Mf, FHC)
as described in (25). Briefly, the signal was amplified using an 8 channel differential amplifier
(FHC), thresholded using an online amplitude discriminator and displayed on an oscilloscope
(Tektronix TDS 2022B) and played over an audio monitor (Optimus). Units were isolated from
the superficial layers of Vi and amplified (Plexon Neurotechnology Research Systems). Offline
analysis to sort waveforms for each unit was performed using commercial programs (Offline
Sorter v 2.8.8, Plexon Inc.); post processing was done using in-house code written in Matlab. In
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Fig. 6C, 6D, S8, average normalized responses were calculated by first normalizing the
responses to the conditioned (or any unconditioned) orientation by the mean of the responses
across all orientations excluding conditioned (or any unconditioned) orientation before and after
NB stimulation. The normalized pre-NB baseline response was then subtracted from the
normalized responses in each post-NB time segment. Only visually responsive units (evaluated
using paired t-test, over 8-10 cycles) were used in the analysis. Data points in Figs. 6D, S8C,
S8D were computed as sliding window averages of normalized responses.
Nucleus basalis stimulation
The nucleus basalis was stimulated with either a single brief train of 50 pulses (0.1 ms per pulse)
at 100 Hz (Fig. 2A-F) or multiple trains of these pulses (Fig. iD-F, Fig. 5D, Fig. 6) using a
stimulator with constant current stimulus isolation unit (S88 Stimulator, Grass Technologies) or
PC-driven current isolator (A365, WPI). Visual and NB stimulation were paired by
synchronizing the initiation of visual stimulus and output of current isolator through a
MATLAB@-driven setup.
Visual Stimulation
Visual stimuli, generated with the Psychophysics toolbox (54) in Matlab@, were displayed on a
19 inch LCD monitor situated 15 cm from the eyes. Random orientation gratings were presented
in the calcium imaging and cell-attached recording experiments (Fig. iD-F, 2D-F, 5D) while
specific orientation grating were presented in the single unit recording experiments (Fig. 6). The
onset of the visual stimulus was synchronized to the initiation of acquisition of two-photon
calcium images, cell-attached and single unit spike recordings. The random orientation grating
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stimuli consisted of square wave drifting gratings at 100% contrast in 8 randomly-permuted
directions, each 45 deg apart and lasting for 450 ms. In the calcium imaging experiments, this
stimulus was presented for 8s before alternating with a blank gray screen for 8s across multiple
cycles. The duration was shortened to 4s in cell-attached recording experiments. In the single
unit stimulus specific plasticity experiments, multiple trials of a set of 9 orientations, each at 4s
interval at 20 degrees apart were shown before and after paired nucleus basalis and specific
orientation grating stimulation. A blank gray screen was shown for 4s in between each
orientation grating. During the pairing, a specific orientation grating, synchronized to the NB
stimulation, was presented every 2s.
Acetylcholinesterase histochemistry
At the end of in vivo experiments, mice were supplemented with the fentanyl/medetomidine or
urethane anesthesia and perfused transcardially with saline followed by chilled 4%
paraformaldehyde in 0.1 M PBS. The brains were then postfixed in 4% paraformaldehyde in 0.1
M PBS (<4'C) overnight. The fixed brains were sectioned into 100 pm horizontal slices with a
vibratome and stained for acetylcholinesterase: Slices were incubated in 4 mM acetylthiocholine
iodide, 4 mM copper sulfate and 16 mM glycine in a 50 mM sodium acetate solution (pH 5.0)
overnight and developed in 1% sodium sulfide solution (pH 7.0) for 10 min. Images were
captured with an Axiovert 200 microscope with a Sony 3 CCD color video camera.
Slice physiology
Coronal visual cortical sections (300 jm) slices were cut in < 4 'C artificial cerebral spinal fluid
(ACSF, with 95% 02/5% CO2, pH 7.33 - 7.38) with a vibratome (Leica VT 1200S) and
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incubated in ACSF (room temperature) for at least 30 min before being transferred to a slice
chamber for patch-recordings. ACSF contained (in mM): NaCl, 127; NaHCO3, 25; KCl, 2.5;
NaH2PO4, 1.25; Glucose, 25; MgCl2, 1; CaCl2, 2. For p16 and older animals, the slicing buffer
was prepared by altering the ACSF CaCl2 and MgCl 2 concentration to 1 and 5 mM respectively
to optimize the slice viability. For slice calcium imaging, the slices were preincubated in ACSF
containing 1 mM OGB 1-AM, 0.4% pluronic F-127 in DMSO and 95% 02/5% CO 2 for 45 min
before they were rinsed in fresh ACSF for 30 min and transferred to the slice chamber. In a
subset of the calcium imaging experiments, the slices were incubated for 10 min in slicing buffer
containing 1 pM SRI01 which preferentially loads astrocytes (29) before being transferred to
fresh ACSF for 10 min. A solution containing OGB1-AM (344 pM), 1.8% pluronic F-127,
3.87% DMSO in ACSF was pressure puffed to load the calcium indicator in a localized area of
astrocytes and neurons. The slices were then incubated in fresh ACSF for 45 min prior to
imaging. All experiments were performed in ACSF except for astrocyte-mediated NMDA
current experiments (Figure 4) where Mg 2 -free ACSF with TTX (1p M) was used. The
intracellular pipette solution for patching neurons contained (in mM) Potassium gluconate, 100;
KCl, 20; Hepes, 10; MgATP, 4; NaGTP, 0.3; Naphosphocreatine,10 ;295 mOSm, pH 7.4 while
that used for patching astrocytes contained (in mM) K-gluconate, 50; ATP, 2; GTP, 0.4; HEPES,
10; 310 - 315 mOsm; pH 7.2 - 7.25. A594 (40 pM) and/or BAPTA (50 mM) were included in
this solution in experiments where the spread of A594 and/or BAPTA in the syncytium was
quantified. Acetylcholine chloride (ACh), Atropine sulfate (Atropine), Scopolamine
hydrobromide (Scopolamine), Tetrodotoxin (TTX) and Adenosine 5'-triphosphate disodium salt
hydrate (ATP) were purchased from Sigma; D-(-)-2-amino-5-phosphonopentanoic acid (D-
APV), NBQX and 1,2-Bis(2-aminophenoxy)ethane-N,N,N,N-tetraacetic acid (BAPTA) were
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purchased from Tocris. Drugs were bath applied, except for ACh which was applied by pressure
injection in specific experiments and BAPTA/A594 which were patch-loaded. In a subset of
astrocyte BAPTA/A594 experiments, ATP (20 mM) or ACh (10 mM) was applied by pressure
injection at the start of the experiment to check for the health of the slice and viable cellular
responses. BAPTA dialysis into astrocytes was only performed in slices that showed astrocyte
calcium responses to these agonists. Control experiments for the BAPTA astrocyte dialysis
experiments were performed where BAPTA was puffed into the extracellular space while both
spontaneous and ACh-induced slow currents were recorded (Fig. S5D).
Analysis of slow currents
To avoid possible controversies regarding the definition of slow inward currents, we used the
following criteria in Fig. 4, S5 and Table Si: both the spontaneous and ACh-induced slow
currents were discriminated from standard miniature EPSCs (mEPSCs) such that the former had
a time-course at least 2 times greater than the latter. These slow currents were similar to the
slow inward currents observed in the hippocampus (12).
Calcium imaging in slices
Layer 2/3 cells were visualized with a Zeiss Axioskop under an Achroplan 40x water immersion
lens, infrared-DIC optics and Streampix 4.20 (Norpix) driven Retiga Exi CCD camera
(Qimaging). Fluorescence was continuously excited using a metal halide lamp (EXFO X-cite
120Q). OGB1-AM and SR1OI were imaged with blue excitation filter/green emission filter and
green excitation filter/red emission filter respectively. Images were continuously acquired at 2.5x
or 4x, 10-20 Hz, using 2x2 or 4x4 binning. Images were saved by the Streampix software as
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TIFF files and analyzed with custom-written Matlab@ scripts. Individual cells were circled
manually where astrocytes were discriminated from neurons by their morphology, small soma
size and SR1O1 labeling. The mean fluorescence for each cell was computed from frame to
frame, giving a time-varying intensity signal for each cell. After correction for lamp flicker noise
and dye photo-bleaching, AF/F was calculated by subtracting the local corresponding baseline
(F) from the peak of the response to get AF before taking the ratio by F. Increases in AF/F in
regions of interest indicated increase in Ca2 concentration.
Immunohistochemistry
For anti-GFAP and NeuN immunohistochemistry after slice calcium imaging experiments (Fig.
2H), the acute slices were fixed with 4% formaldehyde (in PBS) overnight. The fixed slices were
then blocked in 10% normal goat serum with 1% triton in PBS (1 hour, room temperature) and
stained for rabbit anti-GFAP (1:200, Sigma, G9269) and mouse anti-NeuN (1:250, Millipore,
MAB377) overnight (< 4 'C). This was followed by a 3 hour incubation in Alexa Fluor 488 goat
anti-rabbit (1:200, Invitrogen, Al 1034) and Alexa Fluor 405 goat anti-mouse (1:200, Invitrogen,
A31553) before being mounted on a glass slide with the Vectashield Hardset mounting media
(Vector Labs). The slides were imaged using a confocal microscope (Zeiss LSM 5 Pascal
Exciter). For anti-mAChR, anti-GFAP and DAPI immunohistochemistry (Fig. S3A-B), 50 pim
fixed slices were prepared (see Acetylcholinesterase histochemistry above). The primary
antibodies used were rabbit anti-Mi, anti-M2 (1:200, Millipore, AB5164, AB5166) and mouse
anti-GFAP (1:400, Sigma, G3893) while the secondary antibodies were Alexa Fluor 488 goat
anti-rabbit (1:200, Invitrogen, Al 1034) and Alexa Fluor 647 goat anti-mouse (1:200, Invitrogen,
A21236). The mounting media contained DAPI (H-1500, Vector Labs). For anti-IP3R2 and anti-
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GFAP immunohistochemistry (Fig. 5A), 40 pm fixed slices were prepared. The primary
antibodies used were rabbit anti- IP 3R2, (1:20, Millipore, AB3000) and mouse anti-GFAP
(1:400, Sigma, G3893) while the secondary antibodies were Alexa Fluor 488 goat anti-rabbit
(1:250, Invitrogen, A 11034) and Alexa Fluor 633 goat anti-mouse (1:250, Invitrogen, A21236).
Intracellular recording in slices
Glass pipettes (3 - 5 ML) were pulled with a Sutter P80 puller (Sutter instruments). Layer 2/3
cells were visualized with a Zeiss Axioplan microscope coupled with an Achroplan 40x water
immersion lens, infrared-DIC optics and streampix 4.20 (Norpix) driven infrared Coolsnap cf2
CCD camera (Photometrics). Regular-spiking (RS) excitatory neurons were identified according
to the following morphological and electrophysiological characteristics: pyramidal-shaped soma,
apical dendrites radially projecting towards the pial and basal dendrites directed downwards and
laterally (55) and adaptation of spike frequency when stimulated with a constant current (56).
For BAPTA-experiments, passive astrocytes were identified by their small round soma with thin
radiating processes revealed by A594-filling, highly negative membrane potential and passive
responses to a series of depolarizing steps. Recordings were performed with an Axopatch 200
amplifier with pClamp software in both the current- and voltage-clamp modes. Analysis was
performed with the Clampfit 10.2.0.12 software.
Statistical analyses
Statistical analyses of experiments to assess significance were conducted with two-tailed
Student's t-tests. Unpaired t-tests are indicated as t-test in the text. Wilcoxon rank-sum test were
used in Fig.6 as the populations are not normally distributed.
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3.7.2. Supplementary Figures
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Fig. S1. Electrophysiological properties of neurons studied with cell attached recordings in vivo (A) Scatter plot of
the mean peak to valley ratio of spikes and mean spike half width recorded in individual regular-spiking neurons,
and comparison with parvalbumin (PV)-expressing and non PV-expressing neurons studied similarly in PV-Cre
mice, where the PV expressing neurons were labeled with RFP (28). (B) Population average of the mean peak to
valley ratio and mean spike half-width in the regular-spiking neurons and PV neurons. ** P<0.001, * P<0.0001, t-
test. Error bars indicate SEM.
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Fig. S2. Schematic showing calculation of post-NB and pre-NB responses, based on time-course of responses in in
vivo calcium imaging experiments (A) without and (B) with presentation of visual stimulus. Black line indicates
periods where visual stimulation was turned on and off. Pre- and Post-NB responses were calculated in the time
windows as indicated using peak fluorescence value (A) in the red time window and mean fluorescence values
across timepoints within the blue time window (B) such that Response = (A-B)/B*100. Arrow indicates time point
of NB stimulation.
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Fig. S3. Triple immunohistochemistry staining of astrocytes with DAPI (nuclear stain), anti-mAChR M1/M2 and
anti-GFAP, showing co-localization of muscarinic receptors on astrocytes in (A) layer 1, and (B) layer 2/3. (C)
Schematic showing simultaneous imaging of OGB1-AM loaded astrocytes and neurons in layer 2/3 of VI slices
during bath application of ACh (10 mM). ACh concentration remained constant throughout imaging. (D) In
spontaneously active astrocytes, bath application of ACh induces an increase in frequency and (E) duration of
spontaneous calcium transients (events) while decreasing the duration between them (inter-events). Events: n = 13
astrocytes, P<0.001, paired t-test; Inter-events: n = 12 astrocytes, P<0.001, paired t-test. (F) ACh induces produces
prolonged wave-like calcium increases in simultaneously-imaged astrocytes. A prolonged, slow calcium elevation is
evoked in neighboring neurons, simultaneously with the initiation of calcium responses in astrocytes. Time of ACh
bath application = 0; responses in this group of cells are initiated about 20s later. The prolonged calcium elevation in
neurons resembles the slow depolarization recorded in excitatory neurons by patch clamp.
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Fig. S4. (A) Population average of ACh-induced increase in mean Vm of neurons before/after bath application and
washout of TTX (Before/After TTX: n = 10 neurons, P = 0.976, paired t-test; After TTX/washout: n = 10, n = 4/10
with washout attempted, P = 0.991, t-test, 4 animals).
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Fig. S5. (A) Histograms showing the distributions of mEPSC and slow current amplitudes (bin width = 3 pA). (B)
Cumulative probability plot of mEPSC and slow current amplitudes from (A). (C) Population average of frequency
of TTX-insensitive slow currents before and after ACh application in the presence and absence of BAPTA and A594
dialysis of the astrocytes syncytium. In the presence of BAPTA dialysis, the neuronal patch is obtained before and
maintained throughout and after BAPTA dialysis (Figure 4D, G) or immediately after BAPTA dialysis. Without
BAPTA, Before:After ACh (n = 18, P = 2.43E-06, paired t-test, 9 animals); With BAPTA, Before:After ACh (n =
11, P = 0.143, paired t-test, 8 animals); Before ACh, Without BAPTA:With BAPTA (n = 18, n = 11, P = 3.07E-06,
t-test); After ACh, Without BAPTA:With BAPTA (n = 18 , n = 11, P =1.29E-7, t-test). (D) Population average of
frequency of TTX-insensitive slow currents evoked by ACh application, before and after extracellular BAPTA puff.
Before extracellular BAPTA, Before:After ACh : n = 7 P = 0.0022, paired t-test; After extracellular BAPTA,
Before:After ACh : n = 7, n = 6, P = 0.0026, t-test; Before ACh, Before: After extracellular BAPTA: n = 7, P =
0.229, paired t-test; After ACh, Before: After extracellular BAPTA: n = 7, n =6, P = 0.446, t-test, 3 animals.
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Mice for further details.
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Fig. S7. (A) Mean basal membrane potential (Vm) of neurons recorded in Fig. 5C. P = 0.615, t-test, comparing Vm of
WT and IP 3R2-cKO neurons (n = 5 neurons each). (B) Mean firing rate-current curve of WT and IP 3R2-cKO
neurons recorded in Fig. 5C. (C) Mean trial-averaged visually-evoked and spontaneous responses of WT (n = 6
neurons) and IP 3R2-cKO (n = 5 neurons) regular-spiking neurons recorded in Fig. lE - F, Fig. 5D. P = 0.597, t-test
comparing the visually evoked (ON responses) between WT and IP 3R2-cKO; P = 0.476, t-test comparing the
spontaneous (OFF responses) between WT and IP 3R2-cKO; P = 0.0028 and P = 0.0460, paired t-test comparing the
visually evoked (ON responses) and spontaneous (OFF responses) in WT and IP 3R2-cKO respectively. (D) Mean
trial-averaged visually-evoked and spontaneous responses of WT (n = 41 neurons) and IP 3R2-cKO (n = 45 neurons)
regular-spiking neurons recorded in Fig. 6. P = 0.305, t-test comparing the visually evoked (ON responses) between
WT and IP3R2-cKO; P = 0.593, t-test comparing the spontaneous (OFF responses) between WT and IP 3R2-cKO; P
= 0.0002 and P<0.0001, paired t-test comparing the visually evoked (ON responses) and spontaneous (OFF
responses) in WT and IP 3R2-cKO respectively.
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Fig. S8. (A) Population mean of normalized post-pre ON responses at conditioned and unconditioned orientations in
WT and IP3R2-cKO in paired as well as visual only control experiments. (B) Mean differential responses
(conditioned - unconditioned orientations). *** denotes P<0.001, Wilcoxon rank-sum test. Error bars indicate SEM.
(C) Time course of mean normalized post-pre, ON responses at conditioned (top) and unconditioned (bottom)
orientations. Blue shaded bars with an arrow indicate NB stimulation period. The pre-NB baseline responses were
averaged over 4 trials and are shown in the insets. Post-pairing responses at the conditioned orientation were
significantly enhanced in WT animals (green). Responses were suppressed in the visual only condition (blue, P <
0.001) and in IP 3R2-cKO animals after pairing (red, P < 0.05). * denotes P <0.05, *** denotes P<0.001, Wilcoxon
rank-sum test comparing responses before and after NB pairing. (D) Graphs similar to Fig. 6D and Fig. S8C plotted
at a longer timescale to show timecourse of recovery of ON and ON-OFF responses. 0 s indicate end of NB
stimulation period. (E) Population mean of normalized post-pre, ON-OFF and ON responses at conditioned
orientations in WT and IP 3R2-cKO animals, under different protocols. See also Fig. 6C, left, SI Materials and
Methods: Single unit recording. * denotes P <0.05, ** denotes P<0.01, *** denotes P<0.001, Wilcoxon rank-sum
test.
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116
BAPTA
Before BAPTA, Before ACh: After ACh (n = 5, P = 0.0101, paired t-test, 4 animals)
After BAPTA, Before ACh: After ACh (n=5, P = 0.410, paired t-test), 4 animals)
Before ACh, Before:After BAPTA (n = 5, P = 0.0040, paired t-test, 4 animals)
After ACh, Before:After BAPTA (n = 5, P = 0.0059, paired t-test, 4 animals)
Atropine
Before Atropine, Before ACh: After ACh (n = 10, P = 0.0035, paired t-test, 5 animals)
After Atropine, Before ACh: After ACh (n = 10, P = 0.753, paired t-test, 5 animals)
Before ACh, Before:After Atropine (n = 10, P = 0.0797, paired t-test, 5 animals)
After ACh, Before:After Atropine (n = 10, P = 0.0109, paired t-test, 5 animals)
D-APV
Before D-APV, Before ACh: After ACh (n = 10, P = 0.0008, paired t-test, 7 animals)
After D-APV, Before ACh: After ACh (n = 10, P = 0.543, paired t-test, 7 animals)
Before ACh, Before:After D-APV (n = 10, P = 0.0004, paired t-test, 7 animals)
After ACh, Before:After D-APV (n = 10, P = 0.0001, paired t-test, 7 animals)
A: WT - NB and visual
B : 1P3R2-cKO - NB and visual
C: WT and IP3R2-cKO - Visual only
Table S2. P-values related to Fig. 6C, left and Fig. S8A. Wilcoxon rank-sum test was used.
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ON ON-OFF
A_trained : B_trained 0.00220 0.000500
A_trained: Ctrained 0.000600 0.00120
A_trained : Auntrained 0.0166 0.00640
B_trained : Ctrained 0.422 0.827
B_trained : Buntrained 0.230 0.0563
C_trained : Cuntrained 0.0311 0.169
A _untrained: Buntrained 0.813 0.385
A_untrained : Cuntrained 0.477 0.248
B_untrained : Cuntrained 0.634 0.674
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Chapter 4: Discussion
4.1. Summary
The research in this thesis sought to understand how ACh can modulate distinct brain functions
at a cell-type specific level. Evidence is presented in Chapter 2 and 3 to address the following
questions: What are the cortical cell-types involved and how do they interact during cholinergic
modulation in vivo? Are the roles of ACh-responsive cell-types and their functional interactions
preserved across different brain functions? If not, how do their roles and functional interactions
change?
In this thesis, we attempt to address these questions in the context of two functions found
implicated in cholinergic modulation: information processing and cortical plasticity. It is clear
from our findings that different circuits are implicated in these ACh-modulated brain functions.
We have found that the cortical inhibitory microcircuit plays a critical role in information
processing and alteration of brain states. SOM and PV neurons are the dominant players in this
microcircuit and they have opposing influences on PYR neurons. Specifically, the direct
facilitation of SOM neurons by ACh leads to both direct inhibition and indirect disinhibition of
PV on PYR neurons. The activation of SOM neurons as well as both of these pathways is
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important for driving decorrelation between neurons which helps to enhance information
processing during cholinergic modulation. Our findings also demonstrate the importance of SOM
activation for the ACh-induced alteration of brain states. On the other hand, the induction of
cholinergic-modulated stimulus-specific plasticity requires the activation of astrocytes, which
can elicit a prolonged facilitatory response in PYR neurons. Based on these findings, it seems
that each of the ACh-responsive cell-types have distinct roles across different cholinergic-
modulated brain functions.
4.2. Implications
These studies contribute to a growing literature that has elucidated defined functional roles for
specific cell types where the selective manipulation of each single cell type in the intact cortical
circuitry is possible using optogenetics. Some of these recent studies have shown that PV and/or
SOM neurons play important roles in computation (1-3), are involved in spatial summation (4)
and can modulate brain states (5). Functional in vivo studies on cortical astrocytes using
optogenetics has not yet been published although it has been shown that optogenetic activation of
astrocytes in the medulla oblongata can contribute to the control of breathing (6).
Unlike the above studies, our experiments are performed in a more physiological condition
where several distinct cell types are modulated by endogenous release of ACh using optogenetics
activation of ChAT-axons or with electrical stimulation of NB. Using optogenetics and knockout
mouse models, we were able to elucidate the functional roles of distinct cell types and most
importantly their functional interactions during cholinergic modulation of different brain
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functions. We have elucidated the functional interactions between several pairs of distinct cell
types and have found that the activation of the astrocyte-PYR interaction is sufficient for
inducing plasticity while information processing requires more complex activation of SOM-
PYR, SOM-PV and PV-PYR interactions. The astrocyte-neuronal interaction seem to occur at a
longer time scale than the other neuronal-neuronal interactions, perhaps an explanation to
explain why the former modulates the prolonged plasticity while the latter drives the more
transient information processing. Knowledge of these interactions revealed from our
experimental and computational studies will allow selective manipulation of brain functions in
both normal and perhaps for treating diseased brains (e.g. Alzheimer's disease) in the near
future.
4.3. Future work
New tools have been made available to allow single cortical cell recording using
electrophysiology or two photon calcium imaging in awake, behaving animals (4, 7-9). These
studies have reported interesting state-dependent differences in the functional properties of single
cell types (8, 9). It will thus be important to reproduce our work in awake, behaving preparations
to understand how the characterized functional roles and their interactions can change. Such
experiments will be critical for understanding how cholinergic modulation can facilitate
information processing during attentional tasks as well as how attention can alter plasticity
during learning (10, 11).
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One interesting study that is of potential relevance to my thesis work is that on astrocytic
modulation of sleep (12). My thesis has demonstrated the importance of astrocytes in mediating
ACh-induced plasticity while cholinergic output in the cortex has also been shown to vary with
both cortical and sleep states (13). It is therefore interesting to understand if astrocytes can be
involved in sleep modulation through their activation by ACh. In my thesis, I have also
demonstrated that a specialized inhibitory microcircuit can induce cortical state changes at a
transient timescale. It is therefore also important to understand the mechanisms of how these
inhibitory neurons can potentially work with astrocytes at different timescales to modulate brain
control of sleep functions.
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